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Foreword 


Every citizen should know something of the history of 
their home town. Boaz first got its name 79 years ago. 
During recent years some newspaper articles have re- 
lated some of the early years here but so far as it is known 
no one has attempted a history of Boaz and its people. The 
members of the Boaz Chamber of Commerce thought that 
a history of Boaz from the 1870’s to the present time would 
be a fine thing to have while some children and relatives 
of some of the early Boaz residents were still within our 
midst to help verify the history; something to pass to the 
future. 


The Directors of the Boaz Chamber of Commerce and 
the people of Boaz were fortunate to have a person of Mrs. 
John Alexander’s ability, interest, and enthusiasm to under- 
take this time consuming and quite difficult job. 


Mrs. Alexander is a native of DeKalb County, but she 
and her husband and four children have been residents of 
Boaz for the past 3 years. She is at present secretary for the 
Boaz Chamber of Commerce. 


Mrs. Alexander has secured Mrs. Orlena McCleskey’s 
scrapbooks and pictures, newspaper articles, and facts from 
many other people. She has spent many hours verifying facts, 
getting people and dates to coincide and have historical 
meaning. 


Mrs. Alexander, a grateful citizenry will long remember 
and appreciate your diligent work on this our history. Words 
of appreciation are due many people that have furnished 
information in various forms for this Boaz history. To every 
one that has helped ‘‘build and boost’? Boaz and to Almighty 
God who has blessed us with such a wonderful place to live 
and rear our children, a sincere thank you. 


R. P. Steed, Executive Director 
Boaz Chamber of Commerce 


The writer realizes that this history is incomplete but all 

information that came to hand was used. It would be 
impossible to document all the information used since most 
of it came from scrapbooks. old newspaper clippings, infor- 
mation that has been handed down from generation to 
generation, etc. 
Below is a list of the main sources and is the nearest to a 
bibliography that can be compiled: Alabama State Depart- 
ment of Archives and History, Mrs. Walt Cagle’s Scrap- 
books, L. F. Corley’s Scrapbooks, 1893 Guntersville Demo- 
crat newspaper, May 18 edition, Library of Congress re- 
cords, Mrs. R. R. (Orlena) McCleskey’s scrapbooks, News- 
papers on file at the County Courthouse, Records at the 
Marshall County Courthouse, Records of different organiza- 
tions, Sam Rigsby’s scrapbook, Jim Harris’ ‘scrapbook, 
Leroy Summers’ old newspapers, and The State Department 
of the State of Alabama. 


I would like tc personally express my appreciation to 
every person who helped in any way in gathering the infor- 
mation used in this book. Without the help of all you won- 
derful people it would have been impossible and to all of 
you I dedicate this book. 


Jo Alexander 


GENERAL HISTORY 

Boaz is located in the Southeast corner of Marshall County, 
Alabama, on top of the beautiful Sand Mountain Plateau. 
The Indians possessed this region until about 1818, when 
they had to give up their land near the Tennessee River. 
On December 29, 1835, a treaty was signed with the Indians, 
forcing them west of the Mississippi. Marshall County was 
created by an Act of the Legislature January 9, 1836, from 
part of this land. 

Limited migration to the mountains began about 1844, 
continued until the Civil War, when it was almost stopped 
entirely until 1872. The following is a list of people who 
homesteaded land that now lies within the city limits of 
Boaz, during the years from 1844 to 1850: In Township 9, 
Range 4 and 5 East - Andrew Miller, W. F. Sturgus, Briton 
Phillips, W. W. Haskell, John Voncleve, Coosa & Tenn. R. R., 
James T. Sparks, Ignotius M. Chandler, and J. W. Bishop; 
In Township 10, Range 4 East - Marion Sparks, Tenn. & 
Chatt. R. R., Daniel D. Watson, Atterson Bishop, Jesse Phil- 
lips, Andrew J. Owens, Lewis Crawford. Another slow mi- 
gration began from Georgia and East Alabama to start 
settling Sand and Brindlee Mountains. By 1877 this migra- 
tion had grown extensively and it was this time that Boaz 
had its beginning. Sturdy men of good families and good 
character poured into the country and the woods became 
dotted with settlements. The earlier homesteaders must have 
moved on west since there were no settlers here when J. R. 
Sparks came in the early 1870’s, and purchased several 
hundred acres of land where Boaz is now located. Mr. Sparks 
came from Georgia and he returned to tell others of this 
region of rich, easily tillable, soil. Other settlers started 
coming and Mr. Sparks sold all his land to these settlers 
and moved on west. 

Boaz has two cemeteries.:The first burial ground joining 
the First Baptist Church known as the old cemetery and Hill- 
crest Cemetery located in Snellgrove Avenue. 

The first burial in Boaz was M. S. L. Bishop in 1861 and 
the last burial in the Old Cemetary was Joel Noel in 1994. 

The first three families to settle and stay in what is now 
the corporate limits of Boaz were the Z. G. Wells, J. L. 
Gillespie, and Billy Windsor families. 
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Zachariah G. and Ellen E. 
Wells came to this area from 
Clay County, Alabama in 
1877 and homesteaded 160 
acres. They built their home 
at the end of what is now 
North Brown Street. Mr. 
Wells registered his land at 
the land office in Huntsville. 
The Boaz-Albertville Hospital 
and the surrounding area are 
all on what was Mr. Wells’ 
farm. 

Their children were William 
Thomas, James Riley, Char- 
les, Eddie Lee, Frankie, Za- 
key (Mrs. Jim Gillespie), 
Molly (Mrs. Tom Smith), & 
Catherine (Mrs. George Law- 
son.) Many of the descendants 
of this family are in Boaz and have been active in the pro- 
gress of the town. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Gillespie moved to this area in 1877 and 
on August 23, 1877, purchased 159.7 acres of land from J. R. 
“Bob’’ Sparks for $225. They built their home at what is now 
812 North Main Street where Dr. J. F. Dyar’s home is located. 
To the Gillespie’s were born nine children, W. T. and J. P., 
who were twins, E. P., M. L., Mary (Mrs. Tom Wells), Au- 
gusta (Mrs. F. N. Archer), Laura (Mrs. G. I. Milner), Evie 
(Mrs. Virgil Dickson), and Naomi (Mrs. E. C. Snellgrove). 
The Gillespie family has contributed much to the building of 
Boaz. The many descendants still living here are active in its 
progress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Billy Windsor moved to this area from Clay 
County in 1877 and settled about one mile north of where 
Mt. Vernon Road joins North Main Street, on what has gea- 
erally been called the Sitton farm. After a few years Mr. 
Windsor sold this property to the Sittons and moved away. 
No descendants have been found in the area. 


Mr. and Mrs. Z, G, Wells 


Gillespie Clan 


In 1878 Mr. and Mrs. James Washington Reason and their 
son, C. L. came from Clay County and entered land on 
Summerville Road about one-half mile from Main Street. 
They later moved to Bethsaida community. 

In 1878 a group of people in Butte County, Georgia, who 
had heard about Sand Mountain from Bob Sparks, made 
their decision to come here and settle. On October 31, 1878, 
a wagon train consisting of ten wagons drawn by horses 
and one by oxen left Butte County, headed for Sand Moun- 
tain. They arrived at what is now Boaz on November 11. 
Two log cabins stood on the spot that is now the center of 
town and the pioneers lived in these cabins and pitched tents 
until they could buy or enter land. There were 42 people 
and two dogs, ‘Cricket’? and Touse,’’ in this wagon train. 
The members of the train were: The Wagonmaster, William 
W. ‘Billy’? Sparks, his wife Elizabeth and their children 


and grandchildren; Mrs. John Williamson (Sarah Elizabeth 
Sparks) and her children, William Franklin, Tattie William- 
son Gillespie, Mattie A. Williamson Turk, and Elizabeth 
Mandane Williamson Snellgrove; Wesley and Allie Stewart 
Sparks and their children, Curry and Howell; Sam and Mar- 
tha Sparks Stewart and their children, Lily, Will, and Leo- 
nard; Francis Marion Sparks; Mr. and Mrs. Lee Norris 
and their children. 

The settlers made infrequent trips to Gadsden over the 
Jackson Trail to obtain provisions and supplies. Wild tur- 
keys and deer were plentiful as fresh meat for the group. 

Most of this area was used as grazing land for cattle by 
owners as far as Guntersville at this time, and cattle gra- 
zed all around these early settlers. 


On November 15, 1878, Billy 
Sparks purchased 500 acres 
of land from Bob Sparks for 
$960. This is the land that is 
now the heart of Boaz. From 
the beginning Mr. Sparks vi- 
sioned a town on this location. 
He had a standing offer that 
he would give a lot to anyone 
who bought one on which to 
erect a business, He gave 
the land for the first store, the 
first public school, the first 
cemetery, and the First Bap- 
tist Church. 

Mr. Sparks built his home 
at what is now 107 South 
Main Street. A well was dug 
Mr. and Mrs, W, W, “Billy’Sparks there and at the crossing of 

Mill Avenue and Main Street 
which supplied the settlers with water. 

These early settlers got their mail at the Red Apple Post 


Office and later from the Marshall Post Office which was 
located on Beulah Road between Boaz and Albertville. The 
mail was brought from Gadsden three times a week by 
horse over the Jackson Trail. 


In 1885, Billy Sparks offer- 
ed to give G. M. E. Mann an 
acre of land on condition 
that he erect a store on it. 
Mr. Mann accepted and in 
September, 1885, he and his 
young bride, the former Miss 
Alice McCord, established 
themselves in the two rear 
rooms, reserving the front 
room for the store. The build- 

_ ing was located about the cen- 
ter of the present 100 block of 

North Main Street on the west 
: side. The Mann’s had three 
Mr. and Mrs, G, M, E, Mann children, Bertha, Clyde, and 
Gladys (Mrs. C.C. Dickson). 

Mr. Mann was the first Justice of Peace in Boaz. 

In 1886, Mr. Mann circulated a petition to secure a post 
office for the little village, and it was decided to name the 
village Carlyle. Application was made to Washington for 
the post office and it was discovered that another Carlyle 
post office was already in Alabama and another name would 
have to be selected. 

The next Sunday after receiving this news the Manns vi- 
sited Mrs. Mann’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Henry McCord, 
in Albertville. Mr. McCord suggested the name ‘‘Boaz’’, 
after the Biblical character in the Book of Ruth. 

In April of 1887, Mr. Mann made application again for a 
post office with the name of Boaz and this application was 
approved. On this application Mr. Mann gave the population 
of the village as 21 and the population that the post office 
would serve as_ 500. 


On April 23, 1887, Mr. Mann received his appointment as 
postmaster and established the post office in his store. He 
received $3.24 for the first quarter he served. 

As listed in the Library of Congress, the following people 
have succeeded Mr. Mann as postmasters: 


Name Date of Appointment 
William H. Bartlett December 31, 1891 
William H. (Ham) Bynum May 25, 1893 
Joseph D. McCleskey April 26, 1897 
Joe R. McCleskey August 12, 1912 
H. O. Sparks September 1, 1913 
Joseph D. Pruett March 10, 1922 
Miss Bertha Mann April 1, 1934 
Mrs. Grace Hall November 24, 1934 
Otis B. Hunter July 16, 1935 
George W. Cox December 1, 1939 
Luther F. Corley July 23, 1940 
Oscar Dendy July 31, 1955 
Joseph E. Martin July 20, 1956 
Hoyle Hayes April 28, 1973 


For the first few years the post office was located in the 
business establishment of the postmaster. About 1915 _ the 
post office was located on South Main Street. The city mail 
was delivered on a motorcycle with a side car. In 1929 the 
post office moved to the Masonic Lodge building at 140 
North Main Street where Brown and Son Feed and Seed 
store is now located. At this time the post office served 1,900 
patrons. The present post office, at 117 North Broad Street, 
was built in 1961 and was occupied January 22, 1962. The 
post office now serves about 20,000 patrons. 

In 1903 the first Rural Free Delivery mail route from 
Boaz post office was established. This route extended down 
through Bristow’s Cove and C. L. Murphree was the carrier. 
Boaz now has six rural routes. 


Mrs. M. C. Snellgrove came to Sand Mountain from Carroll 
County, Ga. with her children, in 1885. Three sons, Jim, 
John and Eli established business in Boaz, while the other 
three Ben, Tom and Walter became salesmen for the sur- 
rounding territory. Tom Snellgrove continued to live here 
until his death in 1948. He became a realtor and planter and 
was always interested in the town’s growth. He married 
Elizabeth Mandane Williamson and they had five children, 
Henry, Ina Mae Hunter, Tomie Gaines, Lucile Wright and 
Rubie Jo. Some of their ancestors still live in Boaz. Tom 
built his home at 515 East Mann Avenue which is still occu- 
pied by his daughter, Lucile Wright. 


The Snellgrove House has been recommended for the 
National Register of Historic Places. The lot on which the 
Snellgrove Homestead stands was purchased by Thomas 
A. Snellgrove in 1897. The house was completed in 1900 and 
has been occupied by members of the Snellgrove family 
since that time. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Gay came from Carrolton, Ga. soon 
ater the Civil War. They bought land near the Mt. Vernon 
Church. Arthur E. Archer came from Jonesboro, Ga. to visit 
his brother. He married Ola Buena Gay, their daughter, in 
the late eighteen hundreds. They purchased land in Boaz 
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and built their home on their farm where the Mt. Vernon 
Homes are now located. Their children were: Claudia, May- 
ola, Grace, Arthur and Minnie. 

Boaz got its first doctor, Dr. John Russell Sparks, about 
1886. About 1888 Dr. Sparks was found dead after he had 
made a call one night. It is thought that he was murdered, 
but the killer was never found. 


Old Carriers 

Post Office Gang about 1915, John F, Martin, R, L, Beavers, Charlie 
Murphy, and Jim Harris are known to be in the picture but the others 
ae ner Eaeen. Mr. W. H. “Ham” Bynum, 
who came to Boaz from Wal- 
nut Grove, Alabama, in 1889, 
built the second store here. 
This was a wooden building, 
located at 101 South Main St. 

Mr. Bynum, a bachelor at 
the time, lived in the back 
of his store. His place be- 
came a center of activity 
since Mr. Bynum not only 
sold general merchandise, but 
was also a barber, had a 
cafe of a sort out of his kit- 
chen in the back of the store, 
and pulled teeth in the days 
before Boaz had a dentist. His 
barber chair was also his 
dentist chair. All travelers 
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to Boaz who needed a meal could go there and if nothing 
was prepared Mr. Bynum would just start cooking and serve 
them. 

During his term as postmaster Mr. Bynum also had the 
post office in his store. 

Mr. Bynum remained in this same business location for 
58 years. In the early 1900’s he moved the old wooden build- 
ing across the street to a vacant lot. (Mrs. Dolly Johnson had 
a millinery shop in it after it was moved.) This was replaced 
with a brick building to which later was added a second 
story. This building is still standing. 

Mr. Bynum married Susan Bradford and they had seven 
children: Denson, Dick, Bill, Paul, Mrs. Carl Porter, Mrs. 
C. E. Kline, and Miss Esteen. 

The third store erected in Boaz was built by William H. 
Bartlett who came to Boaz in 1889. He sold general mer- 
chandise, guano, and planter supplies. Mr. Bartlett was 
married to Miss Susie Fowler. R. M. Benefield and J. T. 
Morton were salesmen in Mr. Bartlett’s Store. 

Dr. F. A. Liddell came to Boaz from Atlanta in 1889 and 
started medical practice. He married Miss Emma Vanzant 
and they had two children. A few years later Dr. Liddell 
moved away. 

In 1891 Boaz really began to grow as a trading center. By 
this time it was known that the railroad would come through, 
so businessmen began to move here from other areas. 

Mr. E. F. Whitman moved from Guntersville and built a 
store. In the next year he erected a warehouse where he 
sold guano and crossties. Mr. Whitman’s store was located 
about the center of the block where the Scott Plaza now 
stands. F. W. Duffy was employed in Whitman’s store. 

Mr. Whitman was married to Jennie Street and they had 
nine children: Mary, Guy, Ernestine, Mrs. K. K. Hudson, 
Mrs. Wallace Eldred, Mrs. Lester Neely, Mrs. Mead Tur- 
ner, Mrs. Desoto Burton, and Dr. W. T. Whitman. 
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Mr. John H. Snead came to Boaz from Snead. He establish- 
ed a business of his own at 101 North Main Street and built 
another building to rent. He sold general merchandise, plan- 
ters supplies and guano. By 1893 Mr. Snead had not only 
built himself a home, but had five other dwellings that he 
rented. Mr. Snead was married to Miss Josie McCleskey. 

In 1891 Mr. R. R. McCleskey came to Boaz from Snead and 
started the firm McCleskey and Company. He sold general 
merchandise. Mr. McCleskey married Miss Orlena Harper 
and to the couple was born one son, Joe. 

In 1891 J.G. Snellgrove went into business in Boaz. He 
sold groceries and farm supplies. Mr. Snellgrove married 
Ida Williams and she had a millinery shop in part of the 
store. Their children were: Ollie, Ossie, Clair, and Myrtice 
(Mrs. Marcus Gillespie.) 

The western frontier towns had nothing in Boaz when it 
came to saloons, for Boaz had a very popular one during 
her early days. 


Rural Felicity Saloon 
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The Rural Felicity Saloon was located across the county 
line on South Main Street just north of the present Country 
Club. Many stories have been told of the fights and shoot- 
outs that happened at this saloon. 


Joel Noel 


Mr. Joel Noel owned the saloon and he also had a trading 
post in the same building.He secured a contract with the 
railroad to furnish them with crossties, cord wood, and 
supplies for their work camps, so Mr. Noel was kept busy 
in several enterprises. 

Mr. Noel came to Boaz in the early 1880’s and married 
Miss Willie Lavonia Norris, who was 13 years old when she 
came with the wagon train with her family in 1878. They 
had ten children: Alice M. (Mrs. Morgan Gaines), Leonard 
A., Ella L., Vera, William Hillary, Lena (Mrs. Ingerson 
Upton), Marcellous ‘‘Cell’’ Douglas, Dixie ‘‘Dick’’ Jones, 
Brazilla ‘‘Foot’’? Davis, and John T. They also adopted four 
children: Marcus, Ola (Mrs. Jess Roberts), Lee and Wyatt 
Pruitt. 

The year 1892 was the year that really determined that 
Boaz would continue to grow and become a trading center. 
In this year the N. C. and St. L. Railroad completed the 
tracks from Attalla to Guntersville, and a depot was built 
at Boaz. 

William Franklin Sparks or ‘‘Willie’’ as he was known 
hauled the crossties from Joel Noel’s Mill for the railroad 
and he also had the first dray to haul freight for the South- 
ern Express Company. 
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Railroad Depot and Dray 


E. F. Whitman, the first agent for the Boaz depot, was 
also the Southern Express Company agent. 

For many years it was a practice for all Boaz citizens 
to go out and meet the trains. The conductor on the run 
between Attalla & Guntersville was Captain Weaver and it 
is told that each time he started the run he would tell his 
passengers, ‘‘You will know when you get to Carlisle, every- 
one will be fighting; you will know when you get to Boaz, 
everyone in town will be out to meet the train; you will 
know when you get to Albertville, something will be on fire.” 

The N. C. and St. L. had this railroad until 1957 when they 
sold to L and N Railroad Company, who still owns it. 

In 1892, Mr. G. M. E. Mann built Boaz’s first hotel, the 
Mann Hotel. This hotel was in operation for more than 25 
years and was known throughout North Alabama for its 
splendid hospitality and cuisine. Many summer parties were 
held in the adjoining garden. Japanese lanterns would be 
strung in the trees for parties at night and there was also 
a croquet court for the athletic minded. Mrs. Vertie Mc- 
Brayer remembers many young people’s parties here. She 
says that the fathers of the girls would always come and 
pick them up promptly at nine o’clock. 
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Mann Hotel 


Mr. and Mrs. Mann ran a comfortable, clean hotel and 
kept many boarders. The hotel, which was located at 140 
North Main Street where the Masonic Lodge now stands, 
burned about 1917. 

In 1892 Dr. J. T. Dodd came to Boaz from Clayton County 
and went into practice with Dr. F. A. Liddell. They started 
the first drug store in Boaz. 

Dr. Dodd, who had been given up to die, moved to Sand 
Mountain hoping the mountain air would help him. He weigh- 
ed only 90 pounds when he came and his trouble had been 
diagnosed as cancer of the lungs. The first year he was in 
Boaz he gained 57 pounds and was in seemingly good health. 
He did not attribute this remarkable recovery to medicine 
but to the “health giving ozone of Sand Mountain.” 

Dr. and Mrs. Dodd had eighteen children. After several 
years Dr. Dodd went to Georgia to practice. 

M. G. and A. P. Whitman went into business in 1892, sell- 
ing groceries and general provisions. They were also in the 
tan-bark business with H. J. Benefield. 

This same year A. J. Hunt and W. S. Bobo went into busi- 
ness in Boaz, selling buggies, carts, hardware, disc harrows, 
plows, harnesses, and farming tools. They were from Friend- 
ship community. 
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The blacksmiths in Boaz in 1893 were Miller and Mimms. 
They also hod a wood shop. 


Boaz had two bed-spring salesmen in this year that work- 
ed the area of North Alabama and West Georgia. They were 
Sam Stewart and John W. Thomas. 


A person who is very important in the history of Boaz 
moved here in 1893. He was C. G. Geiger, a photographer. 
He had his studio in a tent until he built a wooden building 
on South Main Street. Mr. Geiger was in photography in 
Boaz for 60 years and it is to him that we are indebted for 
most of the pictures in this book. 


From 1885, when Boaz got its first store; to 1893, the town 
grew to 10 business houses, one depot, one warehouse, a 
sawmill, cotton gin, grist mill and planer, wood and black- 
smith shop, photograph gallery, two churches, a school, and 
27 dwelling houses; a large growth in only eight years. 


Being settled by a people who loved recreation and enter- 
tainment, by 1893 Boaz also had a glee club. This consisted 
of John W. Thomas, Joel Noel, and C. B. McMahan. They 
traveled all over the surrounding area singing. One of their 
favorite renditions and one that usually brought down the 
house was the song ‘“‘Old Third Party.” 


The community had all day singings at this time also. In 
1893, on the second Sunday in June, Boaz had an all day 
singing which it was said 1000 people attended. The night 
session was set aside for the children. Everyone brought 
food in baskets for both the noon and night meals. This 
was continued for several years and the daytime singing are 
still continued in some of the churches today. 


String and brass bands were popular from the early days 
also, and have remained popular to the present time. In 
the 1900’s one such band was the Dwight Brass Band. Sev- 
eral string bands were organized through the years. In the 
1920’s one of the most popular was the Mills Band. 
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The Sand Mountaineers in the 1930’s. Seated left to right: Guy Johnson, 
Perk Medicis. Standing left to right; Joe McCurley, Ethridge Floyd, 
Joe Martin and Versie Kilpatrick, 

One of the most popular was the Sand Mountaineers Band 
that played during the 1930's. 


1893 was the year that Boaz got its first newspaper. Major 
A. McHan came from Chattanooga with his son, Thomas, 
and started The Sand Mountain Signal. This paper was first 
published in Albertville and on September 15, 1893, started 
publication in Boaz with.a circulation of 1008. Later The 
Signal was owned by Clarence E. Noel. It burned a few years 
later and was not rebuilt. Several other buildings burned 
at this time, since the only way of combating a fire was by 
bucket brigade from the wells located about town. One well 
was located on Main Street, another was in front of the Mann 
Hotel, two more were on North Broad Street and one on 
South Broad. 
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In 1894 Dr. William Lafayette Noel came to Boaz from 
Albertville and started medical practice. Dr. Noel was mar- 
ried to Mary Elizabeth Pate and they had four children: 
Clarence L., Dr. W. E., Ernest, and Alberta. 
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Inside of Noel Drug Store. The man behind the counter with the mus- 
tache is Dr. Noel. 


In 1900 Dr. Noel built a drug store at 108 North Main St. 
His son, Dr. W. E., started practice with him here in 1901. 

Dr. D. A. Morton came to Boaz to practice medicine in 
1895 and was to remain here for over 30 years. He was rear- 
ed about 10 miles south of Boaz and was educated in the 
county schools before he went to medical school. Dr. and 
Mrs. Morton had six children. Dr. Morton was active in the 
affairs of the town and he served four terms as mayor. 

In 1896 Boaz incorporated as a town. The leaders of the 
community met to discuss the possibility of Boaz becoming 
a town. It was found that it would cost $25 to hire a lawyer 
to draw up the town charter, but since the community had 
no funds and no one offered to put up the money, E. F. 
Whitman wrote the charter himself. They selected the Mayor- 
Council form of city government that we still have today. 
E. F. Whitman was elected the first mayor; the aldermen 
were W. M. Smith, A. J. Benefield, D. A. Morton, and H. O. 
.Sparks. J. N. Wood was the first policeman. 
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The City of Boaz was one-half mile square at the time 
of its incorporation. The city limits have now been extended 
to ten square miles. 


E, F, WHITMAN WILL BARTLETT 


JOHN S, ROBERSON DR, D, A, MORTON J. D, MCCLESKEY 


Building a town is like building a house, there are four 
walls with cornerstones. The town walls are in constant need 
of reinforcement with unity of purpose. In Boaz the structu- 
ral walls have been cemented through the years by a group 
of men who have given of their time and talents to add to 
what they found, bringing the town to a city with purpose. 
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es 


JAMES E, SNEAD R, R, MCCLESKEY JOHN BROWN 


WALTER CREEL OTIS HUNTER MALIN THOMPSON 


DENSON BYNUM GUY LEETH TOM COOPER 
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C, E, FRUETT L, F, CORLEY FRANK H, AMBERSON 


B, B, SANFORD BILLY DYAR 


Boaz has been very fortunate to have had such a dedicated 
group of men serve as mayors and councilmen and they 
have been the cornerstones of our city walls. From the first, 
Mayor E. F. Whitman, to the present, each administration 
has been marked by progress. 

The hard-working, dedicated men who have served as 
mayors of Boaz have left their mark in the city’s growth. 

The business section of Boaz continued to grow from the 
time of its incorporation. In 1898 Sherley Hunter built a 
wooden building at 201 East Mill Avenue,and put in a stock 
of goods.In 1918 he sold his stock to Roden and Wells. In 
1919 they erected the present building. In 1923 Roden bought 
out Wells and the business became Roden and Son. In 1940 
the son, Jerry, started a cheese factory here. 
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THE JERRY RODEN STORE 


Pictured left to right: Cecil Stanfield, Jerry Roden, Salesman for Westers 
Best Flour, John Haynie, Earl Cornelius, unknown Salesman, Janie Beaty 
(bookkeeper, next three unknown, Mrs. Nina Roden, two unknown, Mrs. 
Noojin. 


In 1899, J. W. Collier started a produce store on Main 
Street. His son, J. A., later went into business with him. This 
was the largest produce store in Marshall County by the 
1920’s, with sales of over $100,000 annually. Their building 
was about where Kenwin’s is now located at 107 North Main 
Street. This business was one of the reasons that the poul- 
try industry became big business in Boaz and the surround- 
ing area during the early days of the town. 

The first brick store in Boaz was erected in 1900 by C. E. 
Snead at 102 South Main Street. The Snead family moved 
to Boaz in 1899. C. E. Snead married Mary Murphree and 
they had six children: Mrs. R. M. Benefield, Mrs. L. R. 
Lonnergan, Mrs. Will Creel, Mrs. Hebert Spradling, Mrs. 
Joe Steel and Curtis E. Snead, Jr. 

J. E. Snead also erected a building next to C. E. Snead’s. 
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Picture Made 50 Years Ago 

In picture number 1 a group of Boaz citizens are shown in front of 
aMillinery shop owned by the late Mrs. Jim Snellgrove as they looked at 
the sun in eclipse one morning at about 10:00 a.m, in the year 1900, 
according to the story told by the little girl in the picture who is now 
Mrs, Homer Adamson (Annie Denson) of Gadsden, Mrs. Adamson says 
she is the only one of the group living. The others include the late Mr. 
Tillery who at that time was the village Blacksmith, the late Will 
ward, the next man is unidentified, the late Ely Snellgrove, the late 
Miss Molly Geiger, the late Mrs. Snellgrove, the late Clare Snellgrove, 
and the late Floyd Brown, 

Mrs. Adamson says the house shown in the picture belonged to Will 
Bartlett, and that the photo was made by the late Charlie Geiger. 


By 1900 the population of Boaz had increased to 253 and 
new businesses and homes were being built. 

In 1901 Joe Creel built a store at 116 West Mill Avenue. 
Mr. Creel was married to Victoria Lesseter and they had 
seven children: Claudia (Mrs. L. O. Cox), Lizzie (Mrs. D. 
P. Bohanan), Belle, Howard, G. W., E. O., and Luther. G. W. 
Creel was also in business in later years at this same loca- 
tion. Many descendents of this Creel family are still in Boaz 
and are active in church and civic affairs. 
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Pickins and Marcus Gillespie built a grocery store next 
to Mr. Creel’s store and was there for several years. 

In 1902 Dr. W. T. Gillespie started medical practice here 
and was always active in the affairs of the town. Dr. Gillespie 
was married to Hattie Williamson and their children were 
Eddie, Lolus (Mrs. F. V. High), Maurice (Mrs. L. I. Cooley), 
Floy, Lowery,and Willie J. (Mrs. L. B. Dickson.) 


Boaz in 1902 


In 1902, G. W. Lackey went into business at 120 North 
Main Street. In 1906 Strickland and Niles built a building 
where Hunt & Wright Hardware is now located at 114 N. 
Main Street. Mr. Lackey purchased this building in 1908. 
The old wooden building burned in 1909 and Mr. Lackey re- 
placed it with a brick building and stayed in business there 
until 1953. In 1912, Mr. Lackey built a building at 111 and 
113 West Mill Avenue. In 1913, Mr. Lackey purchased a lot 
from Dr. Gillespie at 134 North Main Street. He erected a 
mule barn, then in 1925 he added a building next to this 
barn, and C. M. Elrod ran a lunch stand there. 
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In 1902, Dr. Pete Baker went into medical practice with 
Dr. Morton. After practicing here for a few years, Dr. Ba- 
ker moved to Oklahoma. In this same year G. I. Milner e- 
rected a store on Main Street and Mrs. Dolly Johnson went 
into the millinery business on South Main Street. Mrs. Dolly 
was in this business for several years and was active in 
many affairs of the town. 

John Snellgrove had a livery stable where Scott Plaza is 
now and it covered the hillside behind this building also. 
Others who had livery stables in the early days were Rube 
Young, Jim Eidson, E. C. Snellgrove, Joe Lowery, Will Kil- 
patrick, and Bill Kilpatrick. During this time several peo- 
ple had drays also. The business of Boaz depended on rail- 
road shipping for most of their goods and these goods were 
transported to and from the depot by draywagons. J. W. 
Haynes had one of these drays. 

In 1903 or 1904 Boaz got its first undertaking parlor, own- 
ed by Henry Benefield. His business was located about 109 
North Main Street. 

Mr. Benefield sold this business to Jimmy Gillespie who 
had it until 1944 when he sold to his son-in-law, W. S. ‘‘Bill’’ 
Barksdale. Mr. Barksdale had it until 1962. Mr. C. E. Fi- 


Jim Gillespie and Homer Seay on 
Hearse, The horses are ‘‘Daisy’’ 
and ‘¢General,’’ 
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guett had Brown Service in Boaz until he sold out to Mr. 
Barksdale in 1952. Mrs. Barksdale sold to Aubrey Carr in 
1963 and it became Carr Brown Mortuary. They now have 
a new building, which was completed in 1963, on East Sparks 
Avenue. 

Mr. Jimmy Gillespie was active in business in Boaz for 
riany years. He was married to Cora Lasseter and they 
had four children: Vertie (Mrs. E. T. McBrayer), Jessie 
(Mrs. Bill Barksdale), Erskine, and J. P. 

The Farmers and Merchants Bank was organized in 1904 
with Hogan Jackson as president and E. M. Looney as man- 
ager and cashier. In 1920 the bank became the National Bank 
of Boaz with D. K. Searcy as president. 

This bank was located at 106 North Main Street. This is 
one of the few banks that did not fold during the depres- 
sion when most banks had to close their doors. 

The bank moved to their new building on South Main St. 
in 1967. In 1970 Mr. Ned Bender became President. 

Overton and Company had a general merchandise store at 
102 North Main Street where Fred King’s is now located. 
This was a wooden building and it burned after a few years. 


Street scene showing the Bynum building, Overton & Co., The National 
Bank of Boaz, and Noel’s Drug Store, Some of the older people thought 
that the speaker at the gathering might be Judge Alf Hawkins (not a 
Judge at the time.) 
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This lot stayed vacant for a long time after the building 
burned and was used for political rallies and debates. Col. 
H. G. Bailey says he remembers many hot political debates 
that were carried on in this lot. Some of the speakers were 
Hugo Black, Alf Hawkins, and William Jennings Bryan. 

It was in 1905 that the first car passed through Boaz. Mr. 
Joe Alewine remembers the day quite well. A ball game 
was in progress in the ball park which was located where 
Young Supply Company and the city water tank are now. 
The car, parked in front of the Mann Hotel across the street, 
completely broke up the ball game. Everyone gathered a- 
round the car and stayed there until it left. 

In 1905, Boaz got two new doctors, the first lawyer, and 
a newspaper. Dr. H. T. Horsley began his medical practice 
and remained here for about 50 years. Dr. T. O. Hearn also 
came about this time, but was here for only a short time. 
W. C. McMahan started law practice here at this time also, 
being Boaz’s first lawyer. He was here for several years. 
The Sand Mountain Record, a weekly newspaper, started 
publication at this time with J. W. Mills as editor. This pa- 
per became The Boaz Leader a few years later. In 1915, I. 
S. Balleu and P. G. Tankersly were the editors. S. P. Wig- 
ley was the next editor; he was followed in 1921 by D. C. 
Wright. In 1925, J. A. and B. P. Ferguson were the owners 
and editors. In 1938 Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Sumners and Mr. 
and Mrs. E. F. Ponder purchased The Leader and became 
the editors. In 1942, Mr. and Mrs. Sumners bought out Mr. 
and Mrs. Ponder. 

Boaz’s next newspaper was the Boaz Weekly News which 
started publication in 1914. This paper stopped publicaticn 
after a few years. The next paper was the Boaz News, whose 
editor was Roy McCullough. This paper became the Sand 
Mountain Sun in the 1930’s and in 1938 Leroy Sumners and 
IE. F. Ponder bought it. They published The Sun for a time 
and then combined it with The Boaz Leader. 

In 1968 Leroy Sumners sold to Frank Helderman of the Gad- 
sden Times. In 1970, Ralph McGee, B. B. Sanford and James 
Gray purchased the paper from Mr. Helderman and changed 
the name to The Leader-Dispatch. B. B. Sanford had been 
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operating The Home Dispatch which he had started in Boaz 
a few years before combining with Mr. McGee and Mr. Gray. 
In 1973, the paper was sold again to Richard Hammell and 
the name was changed to The Monitor News Leader. 

In the October 4, 1906 edition of the local paper there was 
an article written by a traveling salesman from Chattanooga 
Mr. J. Minson, about his impression of the people of Boaz. 
He said, ‘‘The people are genial and hospitable and kind 
in their treatment of the ‘stranger withing their gates,’ and 
is like unto that of the ‘Old South befo de war,’ when com- 
mercialism had not taken possession of the bodies and souls 
of men. ‘This section is blessed with good schools and church 
es, the people are intelligent, hospitable, happy, and love 
their mountain homes, and are very patrotic. They wel- 
corie the good and virtuous who seek homes in their midst.’’ 

J. G. Snellgrove had a store at 103 South Main Street 
were Phil’s Parmacy is now and he installed the first soda 
fountain in Boaz in his store. In 1906 Dr. W. T. Gillesp‘e 
bought out Mr. Snellgrove and the store became known as 
the Boaz Drug Store. Dr. Gillespie sold to F. V. High after 
several years and then Mr. High sold to E. T. McBrayer. 


Inside of Boaz Drug Store in 1924, The gentleman in the forefront is 
E, T, McBrayer. 
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Mr. McBrayer also had the bus station. He remained at 
the same location until 1947 when he moved to the corner of 
Broad Street and Bartlett Avenue. He stayed there until 1959 
when he retired and sold his Rexall franchise to Gillespie 
Drug Store. Lowery Gillespie sold to Jimmy Ray in 1974. 

In 1906 Boaz got its first dentist when Dr. L. F. Irvin came 
to Boaz to practice. A short time later Dr. Ulas Freeman also 
started dental practice here. It was in this same year also 
that Uncle Jim Moore started a blacksmith shop at 131 N. 
Main Street. Boaz’s second lawyer, J. T. Johnson, came to 
Boaz to practice in this same year. 

In 1907 Sam Rigsby opened a cafe on Broad Street and 
stayed for two years and moved away. He came back to 
Boaz in 1911 and opened a cafe at 113 North Main Street 
and was at this location for many years. Mr. Rigsby was 
always active in town affairs. 

Mr. Rigsby’s wife, Hattie, helped in the cafe and their 
place was a popular eating establishment. During ginning 
season they would stay open all night to feed the farmers 
who were waiting for their cotton to be ginned. The Rigsby 
were also helped out in their business by their daughters, - 
Maxine (Mrs. Ed Brindley) and Marjorie (Mrs. Frank Vol- 
entine). 

In 1907 Dr. Kemper Johnson came to Boaz to practice 
medicine. Dr. and Mrs. Johnson were a medical team since 
Mrs. Johnson was a registered nurse and she made many 
calls with her husband. Sometimes they would be gone from 
home for 48 hours on a call where a family needed constant 
care. After Dr. Johnson’s death in 1936, Mrs. Johnson con- 
tinued her nursing practice and her little black Chevy coupe 
was a familiar sight going about town where there was a 
need for her services. 

1908 was another year of progress for Boaz. J. P. Gilles- 
pie, E. C. Snellgrove, and Sam Leeth went into business in 
the Building John Snead had built at 101 North Main Street. 
Their business was known as Leeth, Snellgrove, and Gillespie. 
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1908 Street Scene Looking North 


Their line ranged from hardware to ready to wear. They had 
both the upstairs and downstairs filled with goods. The Snell- 
groves still own this building. Mr. Gillespie later withdrew 
from this business and moved to 112 South Main Street where 
Southern Hardware is now located and put in a furniture 
store. In 1914 E. T. McBrayer went into business with Mr. 
Gillespie. Mr. Leeth also withdrew and went into business 
by himself on South Main Street and was in this business 
for more than 50 years. 

Elijah (Lige) Williamson had a machine shop on North 
Main Street. He sold Case machinery, a steam engine that 
ran saw mills, well drills, and shingle mills. Later Mr. Wil- 
liamson started making his own machinery and operated 
several of his own sawmills. 

When the city had their first electric light, Mr. William- 
con sold the city the land to put the light plant on and he 
operated the steam engine that generated the power. Jack 
Davis helped in the machine shop and helped operate the 
steam engine also. 

In this year the horseless carriage came to Boaz. Mr. Hen- 
ry Denson bought the first car to be purchased by a Boaz 
citizen. It was an International with the big buggy type 
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wheels and was chain driven. It was big sport for the young 
boys to run along behind Mr.Denson’s car as he went down 
the street. One might say that Mr. Denson had the first taxi, 
because people began to hire him to carry them places in 
his car. 

Boaz citizens have always been interested in the recreation 
of the town and in 1908 sponsored their first city ball team 
to compete with teams from other communities. 

The people of this area have had a keen interest in base 
ball, which is still evidenced in the citizens of today. 

As the years went by the teams became better and better 
and by the early 1920’s Mr. E. C. Amberson was instrumen- 
tal in organizing a semi-pro team in Boaz. A pitcher was 
hired from Nashville and players were secured from all over 
the surrounding area. However, there was not enough sup- 
port to pay the salaries of so many players and the team 
had to disband after a few seasons. 


Boaz’s first ball team. Pictured left to right front row -- Wanless 
McCleskey, Mascot, Oliver Cameron, Gordon McDuff, and Ol Miller. 
Second row -- Jim Drake, Obbie Stewart, Wilson Morton and Mr. Le- 
Fever, Third row -- E, C, Amberson, Joe McCleskey, D, A, Thomp- 
son, Manager, Lon McCleskey, and Clyde Mann, 


To replace this semi-pro team the ‘‘Boaz Outlaws’’ were 
organized and Boaz went back to sand lot baseball. When 
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they played other towns, they split the gate on a 60-40 basis. 
If they won they got 60% and if they lost only 40%. This 
money paid for the equipment and expenses, and the boys 
played just for the fun of it. 

The pitcher for this team, U. G. ‘‘Tater’’ Haynes, got a 
contract with New Orleans professional team for the following 
year but when it came time to report he had gained so much 
weight (240 lbs.) that he didn’t have the nerve to report. 

Boaz now has a complete baseball program for the youth, 
having a little league, pony league, and colt league. The 
schools also have teams each year. 

1909 was a big year in the growth of the business section 
of the town. 


The Boaz ‘‘Outlaws’’, First row left to right -- Randall Geiger, Dave 
Brown, Earl Amberson, Luther Lackey, Oscar Aldridge, and Buster 
whitt, Second row -- Dolphus Pruitt, Manager, Lawrence Elder, 
Tater Haynes, pitcher, Ernest Lackey, Bill Battle, Harle Bailey, 
Mascot, Jack Bailey and Joe Norris are the onlookers from the back, 


The Boaz Bank was organized and a building was erected 
at 106 South Main Street. W. E. Snead was the president and 
J. L. Caddell was cashier. This bank had to close during 
the depression and in 1934 was reorganized under the name 
The Sand Mountain Bank, with C. M. Elrod, President, and 
Clarence Bice, Cashier. W. T. Jackson followed Mr. Elrod 
as President and E. W. Buffington, followed Mr. Jackson. Mr. 
Carl Porter is Chairman of the Board. They now have a new 
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Boaz, Ala., 1909, 


modern building on Broad Street. 

The Bank was bought by Mid-South Company in 1969 and 
they sold to Southern Ban Corporation in 1974. Ron Williams 
became President in 1969. 

Sam Leeth built a building at 108 South Main Street and 
J. M. Thompson and Mr. Whitt went into business with him. 
Mr. Leeth was also in business with Mr. Caddell at 105 
South Main Street where Mastin’s is now. 


Street Scene - 


Lon Williams building 
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Lon Williams built at 112 South Main Street where Roberts 
and Weathers Furniture is now located. He was in business 
at this location for several years. 

R. M. Benefield built the building next to Lon Williams, 
on the south side. Roberts and Weathers Furniture is now 
also in this building. 


The Brice Building. Dr. D, A. Morton standing by the car and next 
leaning on the front of the car is Howell Sparks. Leaning against the 
post with a straw hat on is Sam Rigsby. The lady in the window upstairs 
on the left is Mrs, Kirkland and the lady on the right is probably Miss 
Ada Williamson, 


H. O. Sparks built what was known as the Brice Building 
at 111 and 113 North Main Street. 

When this building was built, H. O. Sparks had a barber 
shop in one half of the downstairs, Barrett Brothers had a 
grocery store in the other half until 1911 when Sam Rigsby 
put his cafe here. Mr. J. T. Kirkland had a photography shop 
in one half the upstairs. He charged 25c for a picture of one 
person and 10c extra for each additional face. The Telephone 
office was in the other half of the upstairs. 

Mr. Sparks was also a Justice of the Peace at this time. 

Also in the year 1909 a Mr. Brown established Boaz’s first 
meat market; J. T. Stamps opened a grocery store on West 
Mill Avenue; Dr. A. E. Powers went into the furniture and 
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crockery business; F. W. Duffy had the Red Front Grocery 
store; L. D. Stewart had the Boaz Cafe; Benefield Brothers 
had a general merchandise store and were advertising men’s 
suits for $5 and $9; Freeman and Thompson had a general 
merchandise store; and L. W. Mason and Mr. Creel went 
into the real estate and insurance business - probably Boaz’s 
first agents. 

By 1910 the population of Boaz had grown to 1,010. In this 
year Sam Stewart leased Dr. W. T. Gillespie’s home on 
South Main Street and turned it into a hotel. He called it | 
the St. James Hotel. Later it was also known as the Stewart | 
Hotel. Dr. D. A. Morton opened a drug store on Main Street 
and this made three drug stores for Boaz, all owned by Doc- 
tors - Drs. D. A. Morton, W. T. Gillespie, and W. L. and W. 
E. Noel. Boaz also got a new dentist at this time, Dr. Winfrey. | 
In 1910 E. M. Looney built Boaz’s third bank at 107 West Mill 
Avenue. The first president was L. H. Turner and the vice- 
president was L. O. Cox. Later Mr. Cox became president. 
This bank was called the First National Bank. It liquidated | 
in 1916. 

Down through the years, Boaz citizens have demonstrated 
their patriotism and July 4, 1911, the business people really 
put on a patriotic celebration. 


Mrs, Dolly John- 
son’s float. She 
took her millinery 
shop as her 
theme, 
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A parade and picnic were planned. The paper reported a 
conservative estimate of 8000 people who attended this cele- 
bration. 28 floats in the parade made an impressive sight. 
The themes of some of the floats were: ‘‘Thirteen Colonies’’, 
“Pocahontas Saving the Life of John Smith,’’ ‘‘Declaration 
of Independence,’’ ‘‘Surrender of Cornwallis,’’ ‘‘America.’’ 
“The Blue and the Grey,’’ and ‘‘Peace’’. Mrs. Dolly John- 
son, as well as planning her own float, helped in getting the 
other floats ready. 

The picnic grounds were on East Mill Avenue. The pro- 
gram consisted of an oration by M. W. Howard, music by 
the Dwight Brass Band, and readings were given by Misses 
Ida Johnson. Maurice Gillespie (Mrs. L. I. Cooley), Gladys 
Mann, and Enna Stewart. 

Not a single instance of disorderly conduct was recorded 
and no drinking of alcoholic beverages was observed. 

Mr. Henry Denson had an International Harvester Co™- 
pany gasoline engine installed at the well in the center of 
town which ran the pump without a single stop all dav. 

Merchants who opened their doors on this 4th sold the fo!l- 
owing amounts: 


Boaz Drug Company $127.00 M. D. Banks $12.00 
F. W. Duffy $200.00 Williamson & Stewart 200.00 
Noel Drug $105.00 Leeth, Snellgrove 

Rigsby Cafe $40.00 & Gillespie $400.00 
L. M. Teal $25.00 Freeman, Thompson 

H. O. Sparks $30.00 & Wells $75.00 
Boaz Grocery $150.00 Pullen& Thompson $25.00 
City Cafe $62.00 H. A. Norris $15.00 


J. T. Mosley sold parched peanuts in the amount of $20.00 

Everyone agreed that this was one of the biggest Fourth 
of July celebrations that Sand Mountain had ever seen. 

In 1911 Will Bartlett built the building at 201 West Mill 
Avenue where Roberts and Weathers Hardware is now lo- 
cated. 
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In 1912 J. C. Birdsong and Mr. Roden purchased F. W. 
Duffy’s grocery store. In 1924 Mr. Roden sold out to Mr. 
Birdsong. 


An interesting item of 1912 was financial report of the citv. 
They spent $9,665.79 and collected $9,673.30, which left them 
a balance of $7.51. 


Aldermen were paid 50c for each meeting and the Mayur’s 
salary was $262.50. They spent $28 for street lamps that year. | 


The equipment used to work the streets were plows to 
plow out the gutters and a type of drag that three men stood 
on while being pulled by mules. This leveled the dirt thrown 
out by the plows. 


J. W. Haynes, who was superintendent of the streets for 
a total of 24 years says that the main tools were shovels and 
not much else. The sidewalks in front of the stores were made 
of wood. 


An exciting day for Boaz was June 25, 1912. This was the 
day the first Ford cars came to town. 
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Lon McCleskey, Lon Williams, Dr. D. A. Morton, Dr. W. 
T. Gillespie, and a doctor from Albertville made a trip to 
Birmingham to purchase these cars. Lowery Gillespie, son 
of Dr. W. T., drove his father’s car back and he tells of the 
trip. They left Birmingham early in the morning and it took 
them until noon to get to Gadsden. After lunch in Gadsden, 
they headed home and reached Boaz on in the afternoon. 
As can be seen in the picture(Pg. 38) the menfolk of the 
town were all out to greet them. 

Dr. D. A. Morton put a gas pump in front of his drug store 
to furnish gas to these first customers and later all three drug 
stores had gas pumps in front. 

Dr. B. S. Cooley, a medical doctor, came to Boaz in 1913. 
Also this same year Boaz got its first Jewish merchant Abe 
Salkend. Mr. Salkend remained in business until 1917 when 
he entered the armed service and served during World War 
I. He returned to Boaz in 1919 and went back into business 
until 1923, when he sold out and moved to Birmingham. In 
1934 Mr. Salkend returned again to Boaz and remained until 
1948. 

John Brown started law practice here in 1914. Mr. Brown 
was followed by his brother, Joe Brown in just a few vears 
and he practiced law in Boaz for many years. In ]966 John 
Brown’s grandson, Philip Green, joined him in his practice 
Also in 1966 Jack Bonner started a law practice in Boaz, but 
left after two years. 

In 1971 Franklin Allen opened a law office in Boaz and in 
1974 Ronald Thompson and Edward Rudolph opened a law 
office. 

In 1914 the first motion picture theatre, owned and oper- 
ated by Van and Lola Wesson, was opened. It was first lo- 
cated on West Mill Avenue and then moved to North Main 
Street about where Hammer’s is now located. Later it moved 
to South Main Street where Mastin’s Home Supply is now. 
The present theatre building, at 111 South Main Street was 
built in 1939 and was owned by the Martin chain until it 
moved in 1966. This movie house had been known as the 
Strand, Royal, and finally the Rialto. At the beginning the 
admission to the movie was 5c. Some of the attractions of 
the day were ‘‘Perils of Pauline,’ ‘‘Adventures of Ruth,” 
and ‘‘Eddie Polo.”’ 
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In 1948 Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Tate had the Tate Theatre 
at 101 North Church Street. They were in business until 1950. 

Also in 1914 Boaz got its first garage, owned by Lowery 
Gillespie, and its first jewelry store, owned by R. E. Bour- 
oughs. Mr. Bouroughs was also an optician, probably Boaz’s 
first. The following year C. L. Sizemore also put in a jewelrv 
store and was an optometrist. In 1914 Dr. Horsely built a 
new office building at 129 South main street and his office 
was here for many years. In this year also Sam C, Pruett 
bought out Dr. Morton’s drug store and renamed it The 
Peoples Drug. 

About this time Pickins Gillespie started Boaz’s first dairy. 
It was located on North Main Street across from the Dr. 
Pepper plant. Up until this time the people that lived in town 
had to keep their own cows or buy milk from a neighhr~. 

In 1915 Dr. L. I. Cooley, a dentist. came to Boaz to practice 
and was to remain here until his death in 1965. His son Dr. 
W. L. went into practice with him in 1946. He is still practic- 
ing in the same location on West Mill Avenue. Other dentists 
who are presently in Boaz are Dr. J. F. Dyar, Dr. B. J. Par 
ker, and Dr. C. O. Wilks. 

In 1916, an important event happened that might have 
had some bearing on Highway 205 going through Boaz. This 
highway was proposed in 1914 and at the time there were 
several proposed routes. A committee, called the Jackson 
Highway Pathfinders, was set up to determine the route it 
would go. Needless to say, the towns along all the proposed 
routes were trying to influence the committee and Boaz 
didn’t take a back seat to any of them. 

On October 18, 1916, the Jackson Highway Pathfinders 
reached Boaz and were given a most unique reception. 

A local committee met the visitors a mile out of town and 
asked that the official inspectors ride in one car and when 
they were all in were given a large white flag. Just as the 
visitors hove into sight hundreds of men were seen runnine 
up and down Broad Street. As the Pathfinders drew nearer 
they saw that the street was barricaded with cotton bales. 
On top of this Jacksonian breastwork were mounted cannons 
and when they began to roar they thought a real battle was in 
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progress. suddenly there arose from behind the barricade 
scores of hardy mountaineers with long squirrel rifles. When 
they opened fire there was nothing to do but unfurl the white 
flag and surrender and this the entire narty did. Stretched 
across the row of cotton bales was a banner calling for sur- 
render. The Pathfinders, Mr. Crim, Mr. Dent, and Mr. Brown, 
were asked to sign a paper to the effect that they would put 
the highway through Boaz, and this they did. They said 
the plan must have been conceived by a mastermind and 
staged by experts. Mr. E. F. Whitman had conceived the 
whole idea. 


Whether this stunt influenced the committee or not is not 
known, but the highway did come through Boaz, being built 
in 1922. This was also Boaz’s first paved street since the 
highway was also Main Street 


In 1916 Boaz enjoyed its first cleaning establishment, call- 
ed the City Pressing Club owned by Ben Stewart. He sold 
to Albert Gamble in 1920 and Mr. Gamble sold to J. B. 
Young the next year. Sherman Drain bought it in 1924 and 
he sold to Luther Moore the next year. Mr. Moore operated 
this business at the same address on South Main Street. The 
name has been changed to Moore’s Cleaners. Was sold to 
Urban Renewal in 1973. 


At this time H. G. Bailey came to Boaz to live. He was 
solicitor and made Boaz his headquarters. He also went into 
law practice here, was active until his death. Mr. Bailey 
had always been active in Boaz affairs. Mr. Bailey was in 
charge of the food program during the First World War and 
he tells of the meatless and wheatless days that were observ- 
ed here. Very little black marketing was found and bond 
sales were also very good in Boaz. Again Boaz demonstrated 
the patriotism of the citizens by contributing all they could 
to the war effort. 

In 1918 Boaz got its first automobile dealer. Mr. Van Wel- 
drup had the Ford dealership here. He had this business until 
the 1930’s when he sold to Gaines-Seay Motors. They went 
out of business and in 1940 Jack Oliver went into business as 
the Ford dealer, calling his business the Jack Oliver Ford 
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Company. In January of 1963 Mr. Oliver sold a part inter- 
est to Mr. J. B. Malone and Mr. Max Guthrie and the busi- 
ness was called Oliver Ford, Inc. On February 1, 1965, Mr. 
Oliver sold the rest of his interest to Mr. Malone and Mr. 
Guthrie and the name was changed to Guthrie-Malone Ford 
Company. It is still at the same location 315 and 317 North 
Main Street. 

It was sold to Jimmy, Leon, and Jackie Alexander in 
1972 and the name was changed to Alexander Ford. 

In the fall of 1918, the Chevrolets came to town. Lon 
Williams,L. O. Cox and his son, George W., began the 
Chevrolet dealership on South Main Street. Mr. George W. 
Cox admits that when he first went into the business he 
did not know how to drive, but was learning fast. 

W. T. Evans had the Chevrolet dealership next on the 
Northwest corner of Main Street and Mann Avenue. He 
sold to George W. Cox April 1, 1936, and Mr.Cox’s business 
was located at 301 North Main Street. Mr. George W. Cox 
recently retired and his son, George E, was in charge of 
the business. Mr. Cox sold to Gary D. and Horace E. Kil- 
patrick in 1971 and the name changed to Kilpatrick Chev- 
rolet. They moved to their new location on Highway 431 
in 1973. 

The next motor company in Boaz was in 1926 when Shell 
Miles and George Wright had the Boaz Motor Company at 
134 North Main Street. They sold the Dort and Moon cars 
and were in business for only a short time. 

In 1928 Mr. Jeff Roberts got the dealership for Star Au- 
tomobiles and was in business for a short time. 

In 1934 Lon Williams and Jeff Roberts got the first Dodge 
and Plymouth dealership in the county and they went into 
business on South Main Street as Williams-Roberts Motor 
Company. 

In 1950 Floyd Tate bought Internaticnal Harvester and 
Cldsmobile dealership from John Lackey and was in busi- 
ness at 101 North Church St. He later had the Pontiac 
cealership and was in business until 1963. 
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In 1959 Bill Gilbreath had the Plymouth dealership and 
was located on Highway 431. In 1961 he stopped selling new 
cars and went into the used car auction business under 
the name Sand Mountain Auto Auction. 

The history of the car business in Boaz would not be com- 
plete without mentioning the vast used car business here now. 
This area is known as the used car capitol of the South. This 
business started in 1939 and 1940 when Woodrow Wells, Coy 
Wells, C. W. Cofield, Earl Hayes, Arthur Martin, and Ol 
Hayes, started going North to buy used cars and pulling 
them back home to fix up for resale. During the early days 
the cars were cleaned up for local sales but now they are 
shipped all over the country. Dealers from all over the 
South come to the sales in this area to purchased used cars. 

This occupation now engages over 1000 people in the 
area. Marshall County has the highest number of used car 
dealers and the largest number of clean-up shops in the 
state. 


MAIN STREET 


By 1920 Boaz’s population had grown to 1,369 and the 
period of the 1920’s was another period of growth for Boaz. 

Dr. Campbell came to Boaz to practice medicine and Dr. 
J. B. Pullen & Dr. Pendry started dental practices, but they 
were to remain in Boaz for only a few years. Walter Wilson 
started the first bakery, making Kreamy Krust Bread, but 
he was in business for only a few years. Dr. D. A. Morton 
built a new office building at 136 North Main Street where 
Philip Green, lawyer, is now located. 
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In 1925 Jeff Roberts started Roberts Hardware and Furni- 
ture. This business is still in operation by his son, Macon 
Roberts, who has added a real estate business. The _ busi- 
ness was divided with the furniture store staying on Main 
Street and the Hardware store locating on West Mill Ave., 
owned by C. L. Weathers and Bobby Weathers. 


BIRDSEYE VIEW 
OF BOAZ 
EAST SIDE 


BIRDSEYE VIEV 
OF BOAZ 
WEST SIDE 
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J. E. Young and Jeff Roberts went into the general mer- 
chandise business on Main Street in the 1920’s and was in 
business until the 1940’s. Mr. Roberts withdrew after a few 
years. Also in the 1920’s J. H. Hyde, A. H. Ward, and J. H. 
Wood went into the general merchandise business at dif- 
ferent locations on Main Street. 

In 1925 Dr. W. E. Noel erected a brick building on the 
corner at 102 North Main Street, known as the Noel building. 
James Gardner had a drug store in this building for several 
years, then the Noels had it until the early 1960’s when 
Fred Kings moved to this location. 

Boaz got its first candy parlor in 1925 when T. J. and 
J. B. Mathis went into business. This same year Oliver 
Dooley went into the grocery business, E. M. Allen had a 
shoe shop, and J. C. Thomas had a grocery business. 


Lackey-Kuykendall Warehouse 


In 1926 J. D. Lackey and S. L. Kuykendall bought Lee 
Aldridge’s business on East Mill Avenue. They sold Inter- 
national Harvester and McCormick Deering farm equipment 
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and machines. They also sold fertilizer and in later years 
had the Oldsmobile Dealership. 

The first basketball games that Boaz High School played 
were in this building, since the public high school did not 
have a gym. The building was unheated so everyone had 
to bundle up to sit through a game. 

In the 1920’s G. C. Butler was instrumental in organiz- 
ing the first fire department in Boaz. Other than the buc- 
ket brigade, the first fire fighting equipment was a fire hose 
that rolled on a reel which was mounted on a cart. Some- 
one would sit on back of a truck or car and pull the cart 
to a fire. If the truck turned the corners too fast the cart 
would yank the person holding it off the truck, consequently 
the truck sometime reached the fire without the hose. Since 
the hose was a small one, in freezing weather it would 
sometime freeze and burst. The firemen would then have 
to cut that part and put the hose back together with a joint. 
‘Tater’? Haynes, who was a volunteer fireman as were all 
the other firemen, tells of a few times he remembers when 
they wound up with a hose too short to reach the fire. 


First motor fire truck, a Seagraves, The man and child on the left are 
Otis Hunter and son, O, B, Jr. Sitting on the truck is Luther Lackey 
and standing is D, K, Searcy, who worked hard to get the town this new 
fire truck, Under the wheel is Seaburn Rigsby, in the white coat is 
Jay Frick, and standing on the far side is Zeke Martin, 
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Mr. Butler longed for a siren but the town felt like they 
could not afford one, so he ordered one on his own. It cost 
$98.00. When the time came to pay for the siren or return 
it, citizens prevailed on the Mayor and the city consented 
to purchase it. The siren was installed in the telephone 
office and was operated by Miss Ada Williamson. 

In the 1930’s the city purchased the first fire engine which 
served for several years. The Fire Department now has 
modern fire fighting equipment, full time employees, and 
is efficiently organized. 

The Dixie Hotel was opened in the 1920’s in the Snellgrove 
building by Tom Snellgrove. This hotel operated for several 
years. 

An important annual event in Boaz from about 1925 to 
1938 was the day that Walt Cagle came from his farm just 
out of town to buy his winter clothes and supplies. He weigh- 
ed 565 pounds and had a waist of 74 inches. 

Mr. Cagle was famous for his weather predictions and 
would not come to town until winter was ready to set in, 
and according to reports he never missed. He would an- 
nounce ahead of time the day he planned to visit Boaz to 
select his purchases. Newspapers advertised the day and 
people came from miles around to see the ‘‘Man Mountain’’. 
Merchants vied with one another in their efforts to fit him 
in clothes and for weeks before the annual event would 
display articles of clothing they had purchased for him in 
their windows. On the big day, Walt would be met by the 
Mayor and on two occasions was presented the key to the city. 
Many merchants gave gifts to Mr. Cagle in appreciation 
for the business he brought to town. As this big day be- 
came widely known, newspaper and radio reporters began 
to come from all over Alabama and surrounding states to 
cover the event. 

Mr. Cagle was known as the philosopher and weather 
prophet of Sand Mountain. On his day in town he made 
the weather forecast for the winter and this prediction was 
more official for Boaz citizens than the U. S. Weather Bu- 
reau prediction. According to a newspaper article he was 
more accurate than the Bureau. 
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Big Walt Cagle, 525 pound cold weather “prophet”, came to purchase 
his winter clothes—so winter “officially” began in Boaz, where his 
annual shopping trip is celebrated as the debut of cold weather. On 
the left is Miss Nerine Brock, employee of the Sand Mountain Bank, 
presenting Mr. Cagle the key to the city. 


Mr. Cagle, famous nationwide for his size, was invited 
to appear in many cities, but he did not like to be away 
from home long. On a radio appearance in New York City 
he made the statement, ‘“‘I am Walt Cagle, the old man 
of the mountain, weight 565 pounds. I know when winter 
is coming, I never miss. I watch the chipmunks and the 
corn husks - they never lie. I don’t like it up here and I’m 
going back to Boaz, Alabama, on the first train.’’ 


Mr. Cagle had many offers to enter the entertainment 
world, even from Hollywood, but he did not care for pub- 
licity and preferred to live simply on his farm near Boaz. 
Mr. Cagle became an institution and his death in 1938 
brought an end to one of the biggest annual events Boaz 
ever had. 
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The 1930’s saw Boaz’s population go over 2000. 


A big event beginning in the 1930’s was the turkey trot 
that was held at Thanksgiving. This was held every year 
until just the past few years. Another event that was held 
at different times during the year was a drawing sponsored 
by the merchants. Tickets would be given out by the mer- 
chants and prizes would be given to lucky ticket holders 
at the drawing. These events were usually held at the 
Lackey-Kuykendall warehouse, where there was room for 
large crowds to gather. 


In 1931 John A. Perry built a two story brick home at 
115 South Main Street next to Geiger’s Studio. Mr. and Mrs. 
H. S. Camp, purchased it in 1956. Was removed by Urban 
Renewal in 1973. 
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Vincent, Mr. Wilder, and Ada King (Mrs. U, G, Haynes). 


In 1931 Mr. Wilder started a small store and in 1935 Gil- 
lespie Drug Store opened at 122 North Main Street. There 
were not many new businesses in Boaz in the 1930’s as the 
great depression was on. Frank Amberson started Amber- 
son’s Clothing store in 1939. 
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In the 1940’s and 1950’s chain stores such as Dobson’s, 
Redford’s, Elmore’s, Fred King’s, and Ratliff’s began to 
move to Boaz. Also during these years some of our lead- 
ing merchants, such as Southern Hardware by Luther 
Moore in 1943, Mastin Home Supply by F. T. Mastin, Sr. 
in 1941, and Young Supply Company by Harold and Bill 
Young in 1948, started businesses. 

During the years of the Second World War, Boaz citizens 
again demonstrated their patriotism. Bond drives always 
went over the top, rationing was strictly observed, and scrap 
iron drives were held. E. T. McBrayer had charge of the 
scrap iron drives and they were always successful. Boaz 
again sent her sons to fight and their record is one to make 
any city proud. 

Boaz is in the unique position of having two new gasoline 
companies originate here. In 1948, P. L. Busby organized 
the Buzz Gas Company and was in business until 1955 when 
he sold out and built the Piggly Wiggly Store on East Mill 
Avenue. In 1955 H. K. ‘‘Peck’’ Scott started the San Ann 
Gas Company, named after his two daughters, Sandra Kay 
and Peggy Ann. Mr. Scott started with two servicé stations 
and now has 119, including the wholesale outlets. 

In 1955 Boaz and Albertville were able to get an area 
hospital which was built inside the Boaz City Limits on 
Highway 431. Mr. Paul Hodgins was administrator. This 
hospital, a modern building with modern facilities, is ser- 
ved by the doctors from Albertville and Boaz. The doctors 
from Boaz are M. T. Hunt, who came to Boaz to practice 
in 1934, H. E. Barker, who came in 1938, L. F. Corley, who 
came in 1953, and Francis Calvert, who came in 1961. 

Mr. Paul Hodgens was administrator until 1973, and Mr. 
Elmo Elrod became Administrator in February of 1974. 

Boaz continued to grow and by 1960 had a population of 
4,628. The estimated population in 1966 is 5,300. 

In 1950, The Boaz Housing Authority was incorporated 
to act as the agent of the city for Federal programs. L. D. 
Akridge is Executive Director. The Housing Authority ad- 
ministers all Federal programs the first of which was public 
housing. In 1951, Cooper Courts was built, in 1958 Mt. Ver- 
non Homes which has three additions, and in 1975 The Turn- 
key Project. There are 362 units in all. 
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In 1970 the Boaz Neighborhood Center was built with all 
kinds of indoor recreation, an olympic size swimming pool, 
golf driving range, and tennis courts. Supervisor is C. K. 
Gant. 

In 1971 The Housing Authority executed the Downtown Ur- 
ban Renewal under the direction of G. E. Cox. The cost of 
the finished project will be 4 million dollars. The purpose 
is to place all our people in the immediate area in good 
standard housing, eliminate faulty residential and commercial 
structures and replace them with modern homes and busi- 
nesses. All downtown property will be completely renovated, 
new parking areas built, and lighting updated. It was during 
this project that Boaz was able to help one of its old and well 
liked citizens Louis ‘‘Bit’’ Barnett, a black resident in this 
district. ‘‘Bit’’ was blind and sick and the Housing Authority 
was able to get surgery on his eyes that enabled him to see 
and then to place him in a modern nursing home. ‘‘Bit’’ 
was well loved by his own people and the white community 
as well. 

In 1975 The Boaz Housing Authority became the agent for 
Community Development and has many plans for future 
progress. 


BEFORE CONSTRUCTION 
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MODEL OF TOWN AFTER COMPLETION 
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In 1972 the Entre Nous Study Club initiated a study of 
Library facilities. In 1973 the Study Committee, R. P. Steed, 
Chairman, recommended the city appoint a Library Board 
to establish a Public Library under the State Code Title 55. 
The Board consisted of Buddy Adams, Emogene Barton, 
Lucille Wright, Gaines Henderson, and Marjorie Stephens. 
Library services were first opened in the High School, Te- 
resa Blair, Librarian, and in 1975 moved to 115 North Main 
Street. Mrs. Grace Allen was first Librarian here followed 
by Elza Hurst. 


Boaz’s growth from its birth to the present time did not 
just happen. It is the product of a lot of effort by civic- 
minded, dedicated citizens, who gave of their time, means, 
and talents, to the progress of their town. Boaz has always 
been fortunate, having had a number of citizens of this type. 
The present day citizens are of this same caliber. May this 
ever be so of our wonderful little city. 


SCHOOLS 

From the earliest settlers Boaz citizens have always been 
keenly interested in the education of their youth. The first 
pioneers arrived in 1877 and 1878, and by 1879 had established 
a temporary school in a log building that was located about 
120 East Mill Avenue, where the Boaz Spinning Company 
is now. The seats were made of split logs and the building 
was heated by a large fireplace. 
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Mrs, Sarah ‘Sally’? Sparks Wil- 
liamson, Boaz’s First Teacher, 


The first teacher at this 
school was Mrs. Sarah “‘Sal- 
ly’ Sparks Williamson. 
Mrs. Williamson taught for 
two terms. W. T. Gillespie 
taught at this school before 
he went to medical school. 
In 1889, Miss Orlena Har- 
per (Mrs. R. R. McCleskey) 
came to Boaz to teach. Dur- 
ing these years school was 
mostly held in 6-week ses- 
sions. The teachers were ~— ; 
paid by the patrons and if there was no money they paid 
in produce. 

The school was moved to a building located at ap- 
proximately 1006 North Main Street or about where the 
Dr. Pepper plant is now. Mr. Buren Hall taught at 
this school in 1890. In 1893 Rev. J. A. Patterson was 
the teacher. 

On Friday, April 6, 1894, Rev. Patterson introduced 
the subject of a public school for Boaz at a meeting 
of interested citizens. The citizens saw a need of es- 
tablishing a school district and they held meetings 
and signed petitions to present to the Legislature. They 
recorded all the necessary information at the office 
of the Judge of Probate of Marshall County, Gunters- 
ville, and on December 14, the Alabama Legislature 
passed an act to establish a separate school district 
to be known as Boaz District of Marshall County. 

The first Boaz District School was erected on the 
outskirts of the village in the 200 block of West College 
Street on what is now the Snead College campus. The 
first teacher at this school was W. T. Kemp. The 
citizens, after filing the information at the courthouse 
must have gone ahead and erected the building because 
the following advertisement was in the July 6, 1894, 
edition of The Sand Mountain Signal. 
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After a few years it became evident that the growing 
population would demand more adequate educational 
facilities and advanced studies to include academy 
work. Consequently, Dr. D. A. Morton, J. D. McCleskey, 
and R..R. McCleskey secured the consent of the public 
school authorities to transfer the public building to the 
Alabama Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
provided the Conference would establish a high school 
and continue the work of the grade school. The Confer- 
ence agreed and appointed four trustees from the Con- 
ference and Rev. J. Timothy Hooper, J. H. Snead, 
R. R. McCleskey, Joseph Creel, Hiram Brown, and 
Elijah Williamson, as local trustees. 

In 1898 the Conference appointed E. B. L. Elder 
as pastor of the Boaz church. He and his wife were 
both experienced teachers. They moved to Boaz in 
the summer of 1899 and Mr. Elder was made principal 
of the school and Mrs. Elder was made his assistant. 
The school was named the Boaz Academy. 


The school house was one large room, furnished 
with benches without desks. A partition was built to 
make another room which was furnished with iron 
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frame desks. Mr. Elder taught the high school grades, 
Mrs. Elder the intermediate grades, and their daughter, 
Myra, taught the primary grades. This was the beginning 
of what was to become Snead Junior College. 

The enrollment grew from 70 to 189 in the first 
year. The girls from out of town stayed in the Elder 
home on Church Street. 


Elder Home 


There was a great need for room for growth and the 
first additional land was bought from Joel Morton for 
$65. Since money was needed very badly for more 
buildings, the Conference authorized Mrs. Elder to go 
North and present the cause of the school to Missionary 
Society meetings and Conference meetings to solicit 
funds. This was the first of many trips Mrs. Elder was 
to make in behalf of the school. 


The first brick building was built in 1901. A man who 
made brick was secured and he found clay suitable 
on John Snead’s property. Mr. Snead had a Kiln built 
and all the brick for the building was made here with 
the students and local citizens pitching in to help with 
the building. Only the ground floor was completed at 
first and the second story was added in 1904. 
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First Brick Building 
In 1902 Mr. Elder’s health failed and Mr. J. T. Terry 
was appointed principal. 250 students were enrolled 
that year. Mr. Terry was succeeded by W. F. Weston. 
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Rebecca McCleskey Girls’ Home 


With money Mrs. Elder had solicited through the 
Home Missionary Society and a gift of three acres of 
land from John Snead, in 1904 an industrial home for 
girls was started and completed in time for the fall 
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term. This was named the McCleskey Home for Girls 
after Mrs. J. E. (Rebecca) McCleskey. This house 
burned in 1906. The boys dormitory was in a building 
located on West Mill Avenue and the girls moved into 
some vacant rooms in this building while their home 
was being rebuilt. This building served until it was 
torn down in 1942 and replaced by Pfeiffer Hall, named 
for Mrs. Henry Pfeiffer who contributed so much to the 
school. The Pfeiffers also contributed to the library, 
the endowment fund, and the President’s home. 


Mandolin Club of 1911 


J. H. Snead and R. R. McCleskey held mortgages 
of $4160 on the property and in 1905 Mr. Snead gave 
the endebtedness to the school and the name of the 
school was changed to John H. Snead Seminary. Dr. 
J. L. Brasher was made president in 1906. 
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Snead Seminary Faculty about 1914, Seated left toright -- Mrs. William 
Fielder, Dr. William Fielder, Mrs, E, B, L, (Anna) Elder, Mr. E, B, L. 
Elder, Mrs. Esther Stewart, and Miss Harriett Fink, Second row -- 
Miss Agnes Peterson, Miss Sadie Murphy, Mrs. Joseph Owens, Unknown, 
Unknown, Miss Mary Corley, Mrs. Watson, Mrs. Annie Owens, Third 
row -- Unknown, Miss McDaniel, Unknown, Unknown, Prof. Burke, 


Eliza Pollock-Lipe Boy’s Home 
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Pollock-Lipe Hall for boys was built in 1915 and 
served as the boys dormitory until it was torn down 
and replaced by Elder Hall in 1963. This building was 
named for Anna Elder who had worked so hard for the 


school. 


Nottingham Primary Building 


Miss Harriet Fink and a group of her students, 
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The school was growing and it was decided to 
build another building for the primary section. In 1915 
Nottingham Primary Building was erected with Miss 
Harriet Fink in charge of this school. This building 
was located on College Street where the St. Paul Church 
educational building now stands. 


Administration Building 


The present administration building was erected in 
1920-1921 after the other building burned. 


The next building to be added to the growing campus 
was the gymnasium in 1924. Snead was putting out some 
championship teams during these years and the gym 
served a great need. 

In 1935 it was decided to make the Seminary into a 
junior college and the name was changed to Snead Junior 
College. The primary grades had been discontinued but 
the high school was continued until 1940. 
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Norton Library 


Norton Library, named for W. W. Norton, was built 
in 1940, supplying a great need for Snead. 

A student center and dining hall were added next to 
the girl’s dorm in 1959. 
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Science Building 


The next addition to the Snead Campus is the C. M. El- 
rod Science building named for C. M. Elrod of Boaz, a long 
time benefactor and supporter of the school. This building 
was completed in 1965 and was occupied during the fall term. 

Starnes Chapel, named for Joe Starnes, was also complet- 
ed in 1965. 

A new gymnasium was completed in 1973 and a new Learn- 
ing Resources Center will be completed in 1976. 

The men who have served as presidents of Snead are 
Dr. John L. Brasher, Dr. William Fielder, Dr. Conway Boat- 
man, Dr. Joseph W. Broyles, Dr. Festus M. Cook, Dr. Vir- 
gil B. McCain, Jr., and John Parks Tyson. 

Citizens of Boaz believed that a public school was needed 
and in 1903 a two story frame building was erected and 
the first session of school was held in the fall of that year. 
The faculty included J. T. Terry, Mrs. J. T. Terry, Miss 
Treacy Garrett, and Mrs. Howard Creel. All grades were 
taught in this school until it burned in the spring of 1924. 
The principals who are known to have served at this school 
are J. T. Terry, B. F. Moody, J. C. McAuley, and S. O. 
McPherson. 
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Public School Student Body and Faculty 1908 
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Boaz Elementary School 


The present Elementary School building was erected in 
1924 after the old wooden building burned. The high school 
grades moved out of this building in 1936 when a high school 
was built and this has been the elementary grade school 
since that time. The principals who have served this school 
since 1924 are J. L. Clay, Oscar Dendy, Thomas Eubanks, 
Ernest Wright, J. L. Williams, J. A. McGee, L. F. Corley, 
Maude Pruitt, Clark Johnson, Everett York, Clinton Weir, 
R. P. Steed, Truman Glassco, and Jess Morton. New rooms 
were added to this building in 1954 when R. P. Steed was 
principal, and again in 1965. 

John M. Shockey, better known as ‘‘Soloman,’’ was care- 
taker at this school since it was erected in 1924 until his 
retirement in 1968. 

The public school grew to the extent that another building 
was needed and in 1936 a brick building was erected at 404 
Thomas Avenue. The high school grades were taught here 
until 1961 when a new high school was built and this build- 
ing became the Junior High School. The principals who 
have served at this school are Ernest Wright, L. F. Corley, 


67 


Boaz Jr. High School 


J. Willis Campbell, E. E. Moody, Clifton Nash, and since 
it has been just the Junior High, Arthur Jarvis and Ollin 
Hayes, Ray Holder and Kenneth Wilson. 
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Boaz High School 
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Boaz continued to grow and the need for more school 
space was acute. Local citizens voted a tax on themselves 
and erected a new High School in 1961, located at 907 Brown 
Street. This school is modern in every respect and will take 
care of the school needs of Boaz for years to come. The 
principals who have served this school are Fred A. Bishop, 
W. W. Hammonds, and Ollin Hayes. 


Corley Elementary School was constructed during 1968-69 
at the intersection of King Street and Mt. Vernon Road. The 
school was named for L. F. Corley Sr., former Mayor, Post- 
master, High School Principal and Dean of Snead College. 

Truman Glassco was the first Principal and is still serving 
in that position. 

Like the early pioneers, Boaz citizens remain keenly in- 
terested in the education of the youth of this area and prove 
it by giving of their means and time to provide the best 
education possible for local students. 


CHURCHES 


During the early days, church services were held in the 
log school building. The first church house was built in 1891. 
All denominations worshiped together until they built their 
own churches. 

Methodist Episcopal Church North - This church was organ- 
ized in 1891 in Mr. John Snead’s store. This name was later 
changed to Westside Methodist and then was changed again 
to St. Paul Methodist. The first pastor was the Rev. Martin 
Armstrong. 
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A small frame church was built on what is now the cor- 
ner of Church Street and Bartlett Avenue. For a while all 
religious meetings of the town were held there, and in it the 
organization of the Boaz First Baptist Church was effected. 
At that time a Union Sunday School was conducted. Dr. W. 
T. Gillespie, a Baptist, would have charge on one Sunday 
and Dr. D. A. Morton, a Methodist, would take charge the 
next Sunday. After the other denominations had their own 
houses of worship, and the development of the church school 
had caused the congregation to be too large for the little 
old building, for several years all services were held in the 
Seminary Chapel. 


The Boaz Methodist Episcopal Church 


In 1914, during the pastorate of Rev. W. A. Murphree, a 
larger and more substantial church was built where the 
first had stood. Those most active in this project were Dr. 
Morton, J. H. Snead, John McCleskey, Robert McCleskey, 
and John Stancil. 
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St. Paul Methodist Church 


1900 Methodist Conference held in Boaz. Brother J. L. 
Brasher is supposed to have sung at the meeting. 
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In 1927 the Woman’s Missionary Society donated the pro- 
perty of the Nottingham Primary School on College Street 
to the Boaz M. E. Church. The school building was devoted 
to the educational and social needs of the church and the 
present house of worship was erected under the supervision 
of Rev. H. G. Byrd and a building committee consisting of 
Dr. Morton, William Fielder, J. D. Pruett, L. F. Corley, 
and W. W. Creel. Later the old school house was torn down 
and a new educational building was erected. 

Pastors who have served the church are: the Revs. Mar- 
tin Armstrong, Gnatt Rampey, Sam Owens, J. L. Freeman, 
J. B. Miller, Henry Owens, J. L. Brasher, John F. Owens, 
Paul Truitt, Edward Wanless, W. A. Murphree, George 
Elliott, E. W. Osburn, Joseph Owens, J. L. Lott, Howard 
Byrd, C. V. Bellamy, John A. King, Wallace A. Murphy, 
Robert Murphy, Robert Westbrook, Duncan Hunter, Dr. Ed 
Kimbrough, Claud Whitehead, John Perkins, Dr. Rudolph, 
Dennis Mays, William Woodburn, Don Mason, J. C. Draper, 
Jr., Carl Tolleson, Richard Hunter, Hoyt Logan, Ralph Por- 
ter and Charles Boling. 

Methodist Episcopal Church South - This church was or- 
ganized in April, 1891, a small log building used for local 
church meetings and for school. J. T. Black was pastor at 
the time. 

The first church building was erected on the site of the 
present building at 302 Thomas Avenue in 1894 during the 
pastorate of J. W. Cowan. The plot of ground was given by 
Mr. G. M. E. Mann, who was a member of the congregation. 

The present building replaced the original frame structure 
in 1917, during the pastorate of R. McD Howell. Mr. E. W. 
Clotfelter was building supervisor for the new brick building. 

Mr. E. F. Whitman gave a lot on which the parsonage 
was to be erected and in 1930 during the pastorate of S. W. 
Brooks, a parsonage was built. 

In 1939, after the union of three branches of Methodism, 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Methodist Protestant Church, 
and Methodist Episcopal Church South, a new name was 


72 


Julia Street Methodist Church 


given to the church. Julia Street Memorial was chosen in 
memory of Mrs. Julia Ann Street, long time faithful and 
revered member who had passed away in 1935. Mrs. Street 
was the mother of Mrs. E. F. Whitman. 

Pastors who have served this church are: the Revs: 
J. T. Black, J. W. Cowan, R. E. Tyler, H. P. Berry, J. W. 
A. Shumaker, W. L. Rice, J. A. Matheson, Joshua Warren, 
James T. Lane, G. M. Hall, R. McD Howell, Willis C. Ho- 
ward, W. A. Hambrick, V. C. Herndon, W. R. Beal, Walter 
W. Heflin, A. L. Mathison, J. F. Dunn, S. W. Brooks, J. N. 
Floyd, W. A. Hamrick, V. C. Herndon, George A. Rice, J. 
L. Halmark, R. M. Boucher, Harry Moore, J. Duncan Hun- 
ter, R. L. Stallings, W. L. Morris, T. F. Stevenson, J. R. 
Rush, Q. V. Amberson, Joe Higgenbotham, Henry Heath, 
Emory Calvert, Sam Pickard, Douglas Martin, James God- 
bey, J. H. Upton, and Richard Taylor. 

First Baptist Church - Organized in 1894 with 19 charter 
members, the First Baptist Church of Boaz worshiped with 


Boaz First Baptist Church 


a Methodist church until the erection of their own building 
in 1897. 

The location and building of the first house of worship 
for the Baptist group was made possible by ‘‘Uncle Billy’”’ 
Sparks, who donated one acre of land on South Main Street 
with this provision: They must build a house of worship on 
the plot within twelve months, and should the church cease 
to function as a Missionary Baptist Church, then the deed 
would be null and void. 

The Rev. R. W. Rowe, the first pastor, served from 1894 
to 1898 and in 1897 he appointed a building committee for 
the construction of a house of worship consisting of W. H. 
Bynum, Dr. W. T. Gillespie, Dr. Dodd, J. J. Bishop, and 
J. M. Gibbs. J. P. and E. P. Gillespie built the building. 

When the building was finished they lacked $25 having 
enough to pay for the construction, so the building com- 
mittee gave $5 each and the new church started off debt free. 

The present brick building was erected in 1922-1923 under 
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the leadership of Rev. W. C. Crowder and the building com- 
mittee consisting of J. W. Creel, J. P. Gillespie, Dr. W. T. 
Gillespie, W. G. Roden, W. H. Bynum, L. O. Cox, Willie Wells, 
and J. E. Young. 

An educational annex was built in 1949 under the leader- 
ship of Rev. R. A. Tuck, and another 4 story complex in 1969. 

A new $35,000 pastorium was built in 1962 under the lea- 
dership of Rev. J. Holland Thomas and the building comm- 
ittee, C. M. Elrod, G. W. Cox, C. L. Weathers, Garvel Cham- 
bers, and Fred Falkner. 

The following pastors have served the First Baptist Church 
since its organization: the Revs: R. W. Rowe, J. A. May, 
Adams, W. J. Nash, J. W. Sandlin, Parker, J. R. Stodghill, 
W. M. Garrett, W. W. Harris, A. J. Johnson, E. B. Moore, 
P. W. Lett, W. C. Crowder, V. M. Gardner, L. T. Reeves, 
E. S. Pate, C. P. Bentley, Henry Mangum, Earl Trent, C. 
D. Martin, E. U. Calvert, R. A. Tuck, J. B. Jackson, Ro- 
bert Glass, and J.Holland Thomas, and William Earl Chum- 


West Side Baptist Church 


On October 1, 1960 the West Side Mission, which the 
Boaz First Baptist Church sponsored and helped build, 
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organized into a Missionary Baptist Church. Today, the 
West Side Baptist Church is a thriving and rapidly growing 
church with over 300 members. Pastors are Ralph Mathis, 
J. W. Thompson, Johnny Taylor, and Scott Bryant. 
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Popular Springs Baptist Church 


Popular Springs Baptist Church - Members of the Pop- 
ular Springs Baptist Church worshiped in an old house a- 
bove the location of where the church is before their church 
was built. There was no particular pastor, so Revs. Feare 
Moore, Dan Hill, and George Mitchell served until the chur- 
ch was built. The first building was erected in 1912 with 
the Rev. R. W. Polk as first pastor. Rev. Bryant Alexan- 
der, Aaron Brown, Jordan Graves, Bill Brooster, and Mr. 
Fennell were the first deacons. 

The church was named by Mrs. R. R. McCleskey. 

In 1965 all the churches of the town cooperated to erect 
a new house of worship next to the location of the old build- 
ing. Mr. George W. Cox headed this drive. The building 
was completed and occupied in 1965. 
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Boaz Church of God - The Boaz Church of God was or- 
ganized October 17, 1922. The lot for the church building 
was purchased from J. E. Snead for $50 in October of 1922 
and a church building was erected at this location, 414 
Highland Street. 

The first trustees were R. E. Aldridge, J. G. Blanton and 
M. R. Clayton. 

In 1960 the old building was renovated and bricked and 
in 1962 the two story annex was added. In 1964 a new brick 
parsonage was built. 

Present trustees are A. M. McDowell, W. C. Young, and 
Charles McDowell. 

The pastors that have served this church are Revs. L. H. 
Aultman, W. E. Dowdy, Eldridge Green, W. E. Hodo, L. E. 
Talley, Higgins, Ramond Maxwell, Nolan Wright, D. W. 
Smith, Willis Cook, D. C. Lankford, and John Erwin. 


Boaz Church of God 


Boaz Church of Christ - The Boaz Church of Christ was 
organized in September of 1935 and meetings were held on 
the second floor of the Noel building. There were 12 char- 
ter members. 


77 


In 1938 the present building was erected at 119 North 
Broad Street. In 1966 this building was renovated. 

Pastors who have served this church are Revs. Jack Law- 
hon, Charles Harwell, Albert A. Gonce, Jr., Ronald Reed, 
Roland Roberts, Billy Russell, and James Barbree. 

The church building was sold to the Sand Mountain Bank 
in 1970 because of Urban Renewal and the members join- 
ed other churches. 


Boaz Second Baptist Church 
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Second Baptist Church - The Second Baptist Church was 
organized September 28, 1947, in the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joe A. Kilpatrick with twelve charter members. Rev. R. 
A. Tuck served as moderator. The present membership 
is 503. 

Services were held in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Kilpat- 
rick until the first building was erected in 1948 at 307 Mc- 
Ville Road. Rev. I. D. Broadwell served as the first pastor. 

In 1950 Sunday School rooms were added and in 1952 the 
wood church was bricked. A large brick auditorium was 
added in 1956 and a pastorium was built in 1965. 

The pastors who have served this church are Revs. I. D. 
Broadwell, Felton Floyd, J. L. Adcock, Sherman Harper, 
and C. W. Garmon. 

Free Methodist Church - Miss Daisey Wetmore, who was 
working with the Free Will Methodist Church, came to Boaz 
in 1954 and organized a Sunday School in her home. 

In 1958 Miss Wetmore married Rev. Luther Williams, 
who became pastor of this group, and a church building was 
erected at 700 Darnell Street. 

Rev. Williams passed away in 1965 and Mrs. Williams is 
still carrying on this work until a pastor can be obtained. 

Crestview Church of Christ - The Crestview Church of 
Christ was organized in 1953 and a church building was 
erected in 1954 at 820 Highway 431. 

The ministers who have served this church are Revs. 
Jack Lawhon, Joe Johnson, Bobby Duncan, William Hunt, 
and Timothy Black. 

Bel Air Baptist Church - In 1959 the Mt. Vernon Baptist 
Church, located outside the city limits, started a mission 
in Mt. Vernon Homes. A building was erected in 1962 on 
Bel Air Street and in 1964 became an independent church 
and was named the Bel Air Baptist Church. 

The pastors who have served this church are the Revs. 
Donald Davis, Bob Lovvorn, and Robert Hoyt Isdell. 

Springdale Baptist Church - This church was organized 
August 31, 1962, with 31 charter members, and a church 
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building was erected the same year. Rev. J. L. Adcock 
was the first pastor and he was followed by Rev. Ray Du- 
vall, and J. P. Rowan. 

The churches of Boaz have played an immeasurable part 
in the progress of the town and its citizens. 


UTILITIES 


The first telephone exchange came to Boaz about 1900 
and owned by a Mr. (?) Elrod. Until 1928, the telephone 
exchanges were locally owned and operated. Some of the 
families who have had the exchange are Miss Josie Ward, 
Casey, Chapman, Black, and Miss Ada Williamson, The 
exchange was usually located in the home of the family 
that was operating it, or in an office space uptown. 

Southern Bell started operations in Boaz on December 
10, 1928, with 155 stations. They still have the telephone 
service here and presently have 7341 stations. 


Light and Water Plant, 1908* 


Until 1908, Boaz was without lights and water. They had 
oil lamps and wells. Some fortunate citizens were able to 
have acetylene lights which used chemicals to form a gas 
that was piped into the house and burned. 
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In 1908 the town sold bonds for $20,000. They had a well 
drilled 700 feet deep, built a brick building and put in a 
dynamo and pump, both run by steam. Mr. Lige Williamson 
ran the generator that furnished the power. This system 
served for several years. 

In 1924 the light plant was sold to the Alabama Power 
Company and the water plant to the Alabama Water Ser- 
vice Company. 

In the latter 1930’s TVA power became available to this 
area and a city or town could vote on whether they wanted 
this power or not. TVA power could only be sold to a non- 
profit organization. Boaz voted for TVA power in 1940, but 
were ccnsidered too small to support an organization. Plans 
~ were made to organize a cooperative under REA in 1941. By 
taking in a large rural area, Boaz would become eligible 
for TVA power. 

Organization was completed and on February 28, 1942, 
Alabama Power Company sold their equipment to the Mar- 
shall-DeKalb Electric Cooperative. F. T. Mastin, who had 
been with Alabama Power Company, became the first 
manager. The Board consisted of C. M. Elrod, President, 
G. W. Creel, Secretary and Treasurer, J. H. Wood, H. E. 
Wright, J. L. Chambers, L. M. Hasty, B. T. Wilbanks, V. T. 
Cobb and R. L. Daniel. 

J. L. Bledsoe followed Mr. Mastin as manager and in 1952 
Tom Wheeler succeeded Mr. Bledsoe. Mr. Wheeler is still 
the manager. 

On July 9, 1943, under the administration of Mayor Den- 
son Bynum, the city filed a certificate of incorporation to 
create a Water Works Board. Mayor Bynum appointed J. 
E. Thompson, Jeff Roberts, and Luther Moore to make up 
this board. 

In 1944, under ~Guy Leeth’s administration, the Water 
Service Company Board was asked to resign so the city 
could sell bonds to buy the Company out and the transfer 
was made. This is when the present sewer system was 
built. Mr. Henry Chappel had been manager of the city 
water for several years. 
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On January 16, 1956, Mayor C. E. Fiquett appointed a 
Water Board consisting of Jack Oliver, T. E. Cooper, and 
E. B. Jenkins. The Water Works Board transferred all 
business over to this board. 

Following Mr. Chappel as manager of the Water and 
Sewer Board were Lindsey Lester, Jim Barton, and the 
present manager, Billy Scott. 

The Gas Board was organized on September 14, 1954, with 
the Board consisting of C. L. Weathers, C. V. Porter, and 
C. N. Formby. Bonds were sold and lines were laid the 
same year. Orvill Formby was the first manager. He was 
followed in March of 1955, by Jack Rigsby, who is still ser- 
ving in this capacity. 

The Gas Board began with about 500 customers and now 
has 1549. 


INDUSTRY 


Probably the first industry in Boaz was owned and oper- 
ated by Henry J. Benefield. In 1890 Mr. Benefield had a 
grist mill, saw mill, planing mill, and cotton gin that 
baled round bales. 


Joel Noel’s Cord Wood Business 


In 1891 Joel Noel had a contract with the Railroad to 
furnish them with cord wood and crossties. The crosstie 
industry flourished until the Railroad was completed. 
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In 1892 Mr. Benefield, M. G. Whitman, and A. P. Whitman 
had a tan-bark business. During the spring, tan-bark was 
gathered and shipped by the railroad to different markets. 


In 1900 the second gin was built in Boaz by Dave McCles- 
key. This gin was mule powered and it also baled round 
bales. 


Snead Brick Factory - In 1901 John Snead had a brick 
factory at 625 East Mann Avenue. Some of the first brick 
buildings in Boaz were built from this brick. This industry 
started in 1900, when Snead School was to build the first 
brick school building, because suitable clay was found on 
Mr. Snead’s property to make the brick. A brickmaker was 
hired and brought here to make the brick. This industry was 
in business about eight years. 


Boaz Cotton Oil Company - The Boaz Cotton Oil Company 
was organized and built in 1902, capitalized at $25,000. J. 
H. Snead was president, W. E. Snead, Secretary-Treasurer, 
and R. R. McCleskey, Manager. In 1904 E. F. Whitman 
succeeded W. Ex Snead as secretary-treasurer. 


This locally owned industry was of great benefit to the 
town and was one of the mills that caused the price of 
cottonseed to go from 8c per bushel to 25c per bushel by 
1909. Mr. R. R. McCleskey predicted -that cotton seed would 
increase to $40 per ton in the future. It is now $45 per ton. 


In 1909 the payroll of this company was $5000. All em- 
ployees were paid in cash and the company never failed to 
meet a payroll. This company paid farmers annually about 
$65,000 for cottonseed. They sold their cottonseed -oil mostly 
to foreign markets. The company also had two gins. 


The Oil Mill was sold to a company headed by Mr. Hos- 
kins. While Mr. Hoskin’s group owned it, the mill burned 
and the only things left at that time were the gins. 
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Boaz Cotton Oil Company 


In 1924 a local group consisting of E. F. Whitman, Pres- 
ident, S. B. Wilson, Vice-President, and R. M. Miller, Sec- 
retary, bought the property and rebuilt the Oil Mill. Mr. G. 
C. Butler was made superintendent. 

In 1925 this company added an ice plant. This plant fur- 
nished both Boaz and Albertville with ice. 

In 1925 the Ernestine Cotton Mill was built. This mill 
made wrapping twine, C. M. Elrod, who was later to be- 
come owner of the mills, went to work as bookkeeper at 
this time. 
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Ernestine Cotton Mill, later Boaz Mills. 


In 1928 Mr. Whitman sold his interest in the mill to Mr. 
Robinson of Birmingham and S. B. Wilson of Boaz. In Feb- 
ruary of 1929 Hugh Comer purchased the Boaz Gin Com- 
pany and the Ernestine Cotton Mills from these men and 
changed the name to Boaz Mill and Gin Company. Mr. 
Elrod became the manager of the new company. In 1934 
the ice plant was sold and moved out. 

In 1936 Mr. Elrod bought one-half interest in the mill. 
The mill stopped making twine and started making cotton 
yarn and the name was changed to Boaz Mills. 

In 1948 Mr. Elrod bought Mr. Comer’s interest and be- 
came sole owner. In 1959 Mr. Elrod sold the mills to the 
Wetherbee group of Albany, Georgia, and the name was 
changed to Boaz Spinning Mills. In 1964 the mills were 
sold to Standard-Coosa-Thatcher Company and the name was 
changed to Boaz Spinning Company. Mr. Elbert Pride be- 
came manager followed by Wallace Howard and J. V. Ro- 
berts. 

Farmers Canning Company - In 1905 the Farmers Can- 
ning Company was built where Cooper Oil Company is now 
located at 416 North Main Street. Mr. Gibson owned this 
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C,. M. Elrod and the day shift, 


company which canned pickles, tomatoes, and peaches. It 
was in operation for only a few years. 

Boaz Fertilizer Company - In 1906 Boaz got its first and 
only fertilizer plant. Mr. E. F. Whitman organized and built 
this plant which sold Rose Brand fertilizer. J. R. Conner 
was the manager. This plant was in operation only a few 
years. 

Boaz Marble Works - In 1908 M. L. Gillespie, J. D. Thomp- 
son, and a Mr. Carver had a marble works plant on the 
corner of Broad Street and Mill Avenue. They built mostly 
tombstones. After a few years they moved their operation 
to Gadsden. 

Wells Stave Mill - In 1910 Ed Wells had a stave mill in 
the section of town that is known as Bluegoose. This sec- 
tion is located on the East side of South Main Street on 
Line Street. This mill was in operation for only a few years. 

Farmers Warehouse and Gin Company - In 1913 the far- 
mers around Boaz organized a cooperative gin and ware- 
house. The machinery in the gin was installed the last of 
August, 1913, with 5 gin heads. The warehouse building 
was erected the same year. 
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Farmers Gin and Warehouse, 


In 1924 the gin was reorganized, more stock was sold and 
four more gin heads, which were run by electricity, were 
put in. In 1924, 3,200 bales were ginned and in 1925, 4,000 
bales. 

The officers were S. V. Higgins, President, O. Dodd, 
Manager, and the directors were: E. Tidwell, G. J. Milner, 
W. J. Hughes, L. C. Thompson, and D. A. Morton. 

In 1925 the Farmers Cooperative Gin Company paid 50 
per cent dividend to stockholders. Such a dividend would 
have caused a tremendous flurry on Wall Street. 

By 1940 this company had 7 gins. In 1943 Cotton Producers 
Association bought the gin company and the warehouse 
company and E. W. Buffington was made manager. In 
1948 Mr. Buffington became Vice President and Bunk Jen- 
kins was made manager. This is the oldest industry still 
in operation at the same location in 1966. Moved by Urban 
Renewal, a new building was erected in the Industrial Park. 

In 1915 Mr. D. G. Beaty owned and operated a grist mill on 
the southwest corner of Broad Street and Mills Avenue. It 
was the first gasoline — engine operated grist mill in this 
area. Mr. Beaty started with one engine but in six months 
business had grown so that it was necessary to add the 
second engine and hire some help. 
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The Beaty Grist Mill — Shown left to right are Mr. Beaty, Marion Sparks, 
and a representative from the manufacturer of the machines, Mr. Mat- 
thews. Marion Sparks is the youngest son of “Uncle” Billy Sparks, one 
of the first settlers of Boaz. His daughter, Florence (Mrs. Henry Rosser) 
resides at 804 West Mill Avenue. His other children were Mertie Beatrice 
(Mrs. G. Q@. Milwee, Nena (Mrs. W: B: Woodall) & Nona: 


The first Lumber Company was opened in Boaz by R. E. 
Lee Aldredge. It occupied most all the block where the 
Scott Plaza now is. D. G. Beaty was Superintendent for 
Mr. Aldredge., who sold the plant to D. G. Beaty and R. R. 
Wells in 1918. They bought several acres from Mr. Bob 
McCleskey between Rodens on the west and the Sneligrove 
property on the east and set up the machinery where the 
Vic’s place of business now is. This consisted of a steam 
boiler, a saw mill, two planers, a molding machine, and a 
shingle machine. In busy times as many as fifteen hands 
were employed. In 1925 a large warehouse was added and 
all kinds of building material was added, doors, window, 
roofing, paints, and hardware. 

Mr. Wells .passed away in March of 1947. Mr. Beaty 
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bought Mrs. Wells interest in stock and equipment in 1949. 
He passed away in August of 1950. Mrs. Beaty had charge 
of the business till 1957, then sold to J. L. Lay, Mr. Lay 
retired from it and Mr. Oren Adams set up the present 
business and a few years later, bought the buildings and 
real estate, removing the old buildings and leading Urban 
Renewal by replacing the old with modern, attractive build- 
ings, a plant to be proud of for years to come. The busi- 
ness is now run by Mr. Adams’ sons, Buddy and Walter. 


Ame : : 
The Beaty Mills 1918 - On the extreme right is Mr. & Mrs. 
Wells and Mr. & Mrs. Beaty. The Beaty’s had one daugh- 
ter, Iva Lynn Gordon. 


Boaz Chero Cola Company, Pictured left to right -- J, W, Haynes, 
Rev. Lowe Hardy, and Willie Wells, 
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Boaz Chero Cola Company - In 1922 Willie Wells built 
the Chero Cola Plant and operated it until he sold to Harv 
Moon. While Mr. Moon had this business it also made a 
drink called Digestive Cola. In 1928 the plant started making 
the Nehi drinks and the name was changed to Nehi Bottling 
Company. 

After Mr. Moon, the plant was owned by Fred Falkner, 
Byron Wells, and Truman Milner, then Mrs. Fred Falkner 
and Bernard Wells. This company is still in operation at 
the same location at 211 East Mill Avenue. 

The Falkners bought out Mr. Wells interest in 1971 and 
Mrs. Falkners’ sons, Benny and Freddie became co-owners. 

Boaz Mattress Factory - The Boaz Mattress Factory was 
built by J. C. Thomas in 1923. Mr. Thomas later sold the 
factory to Hatcher Brothers. This plant burned about 1925 
but was replaced and operated for several years. 

In 1949 A. C. Oliver and W. T. Maltbee started the Boaz 
Mattress Company on West Mill Avenue and they were 
there until 1968. \ 

Butler Milling Company - In 1925 G. C. Butler started 
in the milling business in Line Street. His son, M. E., bought 
him out in 1950 and 1959 sold to Williams Milling Company. 
T. L. Williams and E. D. Alvin now have this business 
and it operates under the name of Williams Granary. 

Boaz Produce Company - In 1927 the Boaz Produce Com- 
pany was founded by J. H. Wood. Mr. Wood operated a 
peddling truck, exchanging general merchandise for eggs. 
Expansions have been made through the years and the com- 
pany is now a corporation with eight other plants located 
in the Southeast. Dennis Croft became the manager in 1948 
and then owner. They distribute around 6,500 cases of eggs 
weckly at the local plant in Boaz. 

Mr. Croft sold out to Nebraska Consolidated Mills in 1969. 
In 1970 the name was changed to Conagra, Inc. and moved 
to their new location on Denson Road. Mr. Charles Gray 
became Manager. 

Honey Dew Syrup Company - In the 1920’s Boaz had a 
syrup manufacturing company which made Honey Dew 
Syrup. John Lackey and Sumpter Kuykendall had this com- 
pany and they were in operation for a few years. 
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Gold Kist Poultry Processing Plant 
Dr. Pepper Bottling Company - The only plant to begin 
operation in Boaz in the 1930’s was the Dr. Pepper Bottling 
Company, which was founded by J. D. Pruett in 1933. Or- 
ganized during the world’s worse depression, the plant 
now ranks 34th in production nationwide. Many expansions 
have been made to this plant since its beginning. It was the 
second plant franchised east of the Mississippi River. 

The present plant is in its original location on North Main 
Street and is owned by D. V. Blalock, Robert Vann, and 
J. D. Pruett. In 1971, Vann bought out Blalock & Pruett. 

Roden Cheese Company - In 1940, Jerry Roden started 
a cheese factory at 201 East Mill Avenue. At the time there 
were only two registered cattle dealers in Marshall County. 
Mr. Roden started a campaign to convince the farmers of 
Sand Mountain that it was to their interest to develop dairy 
herds. The number of dealers was raised to 100 in a short 
time, and Mr. Roden bought milk from them as well as 
from farmers in six adjoining counties. Mr. Roden also 
had a Dairy Products Company. 

In 1953, White Way Dairy Company bought out the Dairy 
Products Company and a new building was erected on High- 
way 431. On November 1, 1957, Pet Milk Company bought 
out White Way and they are still at the same location. G. 
B. Martin, who was manager for White Way, became man- 
ager for Pet Milk. Mr. Martin was followed by Charles 
Lewter and Harold Van Bevers. 

Skyline Manufacturing Company - In 1940 Leon Brock and 
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his father, M. O. Brock, started Skyline Manufacturing Com- 
pany in the warehouse at 120 East Mill Avenue. They made 
rugs, bedspreads, houseshoes, and furniture covers. This 
business burned in 1961 and was not rebuilt. 

H. D. Lee Company - In 1951 the H. D. Lee Company be- 
gan operations in Boaz with 106 employees. They have had 
two major expansions and now employ over 600. This com- 
pany makes overalls and play clothes. Managers were Paul 
Glasgow, Bill Goodwin, Sam Hix, John Waggoner, Joe Elder, 
and the present Manager Earl Hedgepath. 

Cobb Syrup Mill - In 1953 V. T. Cobb came to Boaz to 
build Cobb’s Syrup Mill on Highway 431 at the request of 
the Auburn Extension Service. This mill was built as an 
experiment plant to see what could be done with Sand 
Mountain sorghum syrup. Mr. Cobb’s family had been in 
the syrup business since before the Civil War and since 
he had a son in the Agriculture School at Auburn, he was 
contacted about this experiment plant. The Extension Ser- 
vice has determined that Sand Mountain is the best place 
in the United States for the growing of sorghum cane. The 
yield is greater and since altitude has a great deal to do 
with the making of syrup, the altitude was determined to 
be the best. The head of the Extension Service predicted 
that in the not too distant future, Sand Mountain farmers 
would have to look to poultry and sorghum syrup as the 
two main income crops. We have already seen the change 
to poultry and perhaps before too long we will see the 
change to syrup. 

Spradlin Manufacturing Company - In 1955 J. E. Sprad- 
lin started Spradlin Manufacturing Company on Summer- 
ville Road. Mr. Spradlin makes handkerchiefs, fly swatters, 
pick sacks, gun cases, pistol cases, ladies sun hats, poultry 
house curtains, truck covers, boat covers and Indian Sou- 
veniers. 

Butler Concrete Company - In 1956 M. E. Butler went into 
the concrete business under the name of Butler Concrete. 
He sold to R. P. Henderson in 1964 and then in 1965 started 
the Butler Crane Rental Company. 
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Gold Kist Poultry Company - In 1957 Gold Kist Poultry 
Company started operations in a new building on Gold Kist 
Street. They started with 180 employees, have had two ma- 
jor expansions, and now employ over 600. Harold Chitwood 
was manager of this plant until 1966 when Hubert Bunch 
became manager. Mr. Bunch was followed by Bob Cochran. 
Complex managers were Harold Chitwood, Jerry Stewart, 
and presently Kenneth Whitmire. 

Gold Kist processes broilers for markets all over the world. 

Milner Manufacturing Company - In 1959 James Milner 
started Milner Manufacturing Company at 105 Short Ave- 
nue. This company did make well buckets for drilled wells 
and other types of galvanized buckets, but have changed 
over to the manufacture of heating and air conditioning 
equipment now. 

Vickers Manufacturing Company - In 1961 W. A. Vickers 
started Vickers Manufacturing Company. He makes mops 
and just recently started making brooms also. 


Boanza Mobile Homes, Inc. 


Boanza Mobile Homes, Inc. - Boanza started operations 
in 1965 with 30 employees and now employ about 100. W. 
C. Lanham is president, C. R. Copeland, vice-president, J. 
R. Bennett, vice-president, and C. H. Easterwood, secretary- 
treasurer. This company builds mobile homes in a large 
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new plant located on Denson Road. In their first year of 
production they won first place at the Southeastern show- 
ing of mobile homes in Atlanta. In 1968 Boanza sold to Red- 
man Industries. Redman managers were Ben John Stone, 
Terrell Bridges, and presently Jack Jones. 
Wagner Electric Company - In 1974 the Wagner Electric 
Corporation, a division of Studebaker-Worthington, of St. 
Louis, completed a large completely modern plant in the 
Industrial Park in North Boaz. Wagner Manufactures Wheel 
& Master Cylinders for automobiles and other brake com- 
ponent parts. The Manager is Mr. Albert D. Johnson, Jr. The 
plant employs from 350 to 400 employees. 
Tocco-Alabama, Inc. - Tocco-Alabama is in the process of 
erecting a new plant in the Industrial Park and expect to 
be in it by the end of 1975. They manufacture special pro- 
cess equipment which provides a fast, precise, and efficient 
method of heating metal components used in mass produc- 
tion industries for forging, brazing, melting, and heat treat- 
ing. Mr. Frank J. Walsh is Vice-President of Operations. 
The industrial section, to be complete and up to date, 
must relate the rapid expansion of manufacturing plants 
in Boaz since 1950. Major industries that have located here 
since that date are: H. D. Lee Company, Gold Kist Poultry 
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Company, Boanza Mobile Homes, Fire Engineers, Inc. These 
six plants were built in Boaz through the sale of Cater Act 
bonds issued by the City of Boaz Industrial Development 
Board. C. M. Elrod has served as chairman and has been 
very active in each bond issue. Some others who have 
served on the board at various times are: C. L. Weathers, 
Macon Roberts, Tom Cooper, Floyd Tate, E. W. Buffington, 
M. T. McPherson, Bunk Jenkins, Tom Wheeler, F. T. Mas- 
tin, and Bill Amberson. 

The officers and Industrial Committee of the Boaz Cham- 
ber of Commerce, with the able assistance of the Boaz city 
officials, have taken the lead in locating these industries in 
Boaz. 

.. TYPICAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PROJECTS 


In 1967 the Chamber of Commerce with the support of the 
city government organized the Beautify Boaz Association. 
City ordinances were passed with the purpose of getting 
old buildings and eyesores brought up to standard and all 
clubs and citizens joined together to clean up our town 
and beautify it. This was so successful that Boaz won sev- 
eral national awards. 


The Harvest Festival sponsored by the Chamber of Com- 
merce is held each October. Everyone dresses in old fash- 
ioned clothes, merchants display their wares on the side- 
walks at old fashioned prices, clubs have booths of hand 
made articles for sale, and everyone just has an old fash- 
ioned day of fun pitching horseshoes, playing checkers, sor- 
ghum sopping with home made biscuits, dancing in the 
streets, watching the parade of antique cars, or just visit- 
ing. Many merchants have window displays of items depict- 
ing the way things used to be. This is a fun time for our 
entire area. 
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Boaz Chamber of Commerce - Shortly after the end of 
World War II, several Boaz businessmen began discussions 
of the need for a Chamber of Commerce. They recognized 
the fact that if Boaz were to grow and secure the much 
needed new industry necessary to stabilize the agricultural 
economy, a Chamber of Commerce was necessary. J. E. 
Thompson, a salesman of wholesale dry goods, was very 
active in promoting the organization. In 1947 a group of 
businessmen met, Mr. Thompson was elected as a tem- 
porary president, and he served until the election of officers 
was held. Mr. D. K. Searcy was the first Chamber presi- 
dent, elected to serve on a yearly basis. The Chamber year 
began June 1 and this policy is still followed. 

The Boaz Chamber of Commerce has had the cooperation 
of the business and professional people from its very be- 
ginning. The first 20 years has seen much progress in Boaz, 
and a great deal of it is the direct result of the planning and 
action of the Chamber of Commerce and its leaders. Ac- 
quiring new industry and expansion of existing industry has 
naturally been one of the prime aims of the Chamber and 
through their efforts, H. D. Lee Company, Gold Kist Poul- 
try Company, Boanza Mobile Homes, Inc. and just recently, 
Fire Engineers, Inc. have been brought to Boaz. 

Since about 1959, the Chamber of Commerce has had full 
time personnel and an office to handle the endless details 
and provide a complete Chamber service. The Executive 
Director to serve first was Joe Spear, and R. P. Steed. 
Amoung the secretaries have been Mrs. Bert Nelson, Ione 
Barton, and Mrs. John Alexander. In 1967 Mrs. Alexander 
became Executive Director. She was followed by Mrs. Bill 
Hill, Joe Martin, and Morgan Gillespie is presently serving. 

The presidents of the Chamber of Commerce have been: 
D. K. Searcy, C. M. Elrod, Jack Oliver, C. W. Cox, C. L. 
Weathers, G. E. Cox, Macon Roberts, Tom Wheeler, Bill 
Gilbreath, Bob Riseling, Morgan Gillespie, Clyde Williams, 
P. L. Busby, Joe Martin, W. H. ‘‘Bill’” Amberson, Ralph 
McGee, James Malone, Joe Elder, Robert Vann, Bunk Jen- 
kins, Ned Bender, Ronald Williams, Bob Weathers, and 
Ernest Bouldin. 
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The Boaz Chamber of Commerce has been in the fore- 
front in the development of Boaz in the last 20 years. To 
name all their services and projects would be impossible 
but their aim is promoting industry, education, agriculture, 
and business projects in Boaz. When progress is noticed 
in Boaz, the Chamber of Commerce will be found working 
and planning for a greater Boaz and Sand Mountain. 

Lions Club - The Lions Club was first organized in 1950, 
with Bill Gilbreath as the first president. However, the 
club did not get enough support and they surrendered their 
charter. Boaz was granted a new charter November 19, 
1964, and the club has been active since that time. Their 
main project is providing glasses and eye care for the needy. 

Earl B. Robinson was elected president in 1964 and 1965. 
Followed by Ernest Bouldin, Arthur Duckett, Glenn Cor- 
nelius, Dr. C. O. Wilks, Jim Dobbs, Harold Phillips, Philip 
Green, Kenneth Houston, Fred Buchannan, and Marion 
Jackson. 

Quarterback Club - The Quarterback Club was organized 
in 1954 and has been active since that time. They are a 
booster club, promoting and sponsoring the football pro- 
gram in Boaz. Among their projects have been lighting, 
sodding, building bleachers and installing a sprinkler sy- 
stem at the old football field in the city park, building the 
press box at the new field next to the high school, sponsor- 
ing the Junior High football program, and giving banquets 
each year for the football teams. They also carry the teams 
to outstanding college games during the year. 

The men who have served as Captains are Jimmy Thomp- 
son, Elton Noel, Gordon Thomas, Tom Wheeler, Jake Owens, 
Oscar Gamble, L. C. Stamps, Robert Sauls, Harold McCor- 
mick, Jimmy Rowan, Wendell Darnell, Neil Riggins, Ken- 
neth Lankford and Floyce Darnell. 

One year the Quarterback Club had an Auxiliary head- 
ed by Mrs. Oscar Gamble, Mrs. Wayland Bruce,and Mrs. 
Carter Smith. They raised money to erect the electric score- 
bcard at the high school football field. 
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Boaz- Albertville Hospital 


Hospital Auxiliary The Hospital Auxiliary was organized 
April 17, 1956, and these ladies have been very active since 
that time. This organization provides personnel for the vi- 
sitors’ desk during visitors’ hours at the hospital, keep a 
money-raising project going at all times to buy new equip- 
ment for the hospital, perform services for the patients that 
do not require a nurse, and many other services that are 
hospital connected. These ladies average donating over 2000 
hours per year to the hospital in actual work hours. 

The women who have served as president are Mmes. 
Charles O. Moore, Marcelle Chandler, Denson Bynum, Nor- 
man Marsh, D. D. Colvin, Noma Strange Howard, John A. 
Thomas and H. O. Chitwood. Nerine Brock and Mrs. Rex 
Brown have served as secretaries. 

Boaz Junior Chamber of Commerce - The Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce received its charter in the summer of 
1960. The projects have been purchasing and improving the 
little league ball field, contributing to the library fund, 
sponsoring a Christmas shopping tour for needy children, 
and providing trash receptacles for the streets of Boaz. 
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The men who have served as president of the Junior 
Chamber are Sam Minor, Charles Chavies, Freddie Falkner, 
Jerry Wordlaw, Beecher Hyde, Buddy Adams, James Ma- 
lone, Maley Daniel, Billy Scott, Tommy Townes, Bruce. 
Sanford, Bobby Weathers, Tommy Gibson, Frank Allen, 
and Marston Bishop. 

Kiwanis Club - The Kiwanis Club was chartered March 
27, 1959 and was incorporated June 24, 1961. This club spon- 
‘sors the annual horse show in Boaz, and as their big pro- 
ject sponsor and pay all expenses of the school for special 
children. 

The men who have served as president of the Kiwanis are 
Doug Wasson, W. H. Strickland, Bob Riseling, Charles Perry, 
Bill Wortham, R. A. Halfacre, Cecil Stanfield, and Frank 
Hales. 

Jayceettes - The Jayceettes were organized in 1965 & char- 
tered in January of 1966. Mrs. Buddy Adams was elected 
president. 

To try and measure what the different clubs and organ- 
izations have meant to the city of Boaz would be impossi- 
ble as their influence is still at work. Club meetings not 
only provide fellowship with friends and neighbors but al- 
lows efforts to be more concentrated toward the betier- 
ment of the community. 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows - The first organization 
to be organized in Boaz was the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, which was begun in 1893. Dr. D. A. Morton was 
the first Noble Grand and a Mr. Freeman was Vice Grand. 
This organization was chartered as Boaz Lodge 128. 
Rebekah Organization This was the ladies order of the 
Odd Fellows that was active in the earlier years. 

In 1923 the Lodge bought a lot at 140 North Main Street 
and erected a building. The post office was on the lower 
floor of this building and the Lodge met upstairs (It still 
meets at this same place.) 

Boaz Lodge No. 546 - In 1896, Boaz Masonic Lodge No. 
546 was organized with Dr. D. A. Morton as first Master. 
The men who followed Dr. Morton as Masters were: W. H. 
Bartlett, J. B. Martin, J. D. Pruett, E. H. Creel, S. C. Pruett, 
J. H. Spradlin, H. W. Haley, H. C. Creel, D. K. Searcy, J. 
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T. Reed, T. J. Mathis, H. R. Payne, J. G. Brown, H. G. 
Bailey, R. D. Bynum, L. W. Collier, J. V. Collier, B. V. Hunt, 
D. E. Mathis, C. M. Elrod, J. V. Morton, Oscar Dendy, O. 
E. Collier, D. V. Blalock, L. P. Gillespie, S. C. Burnett, Jr., 
J. G. Ray, Luther Moore, H. R. Treece, Guy Leeth, G. E. 
Mitchell, M. T. McPherson, E. P. Gilliland, A. L. Coe, J. C. 
Miller, H. H. Goss, R. C. Holderfield, E. D. Noel, W. A. Bry- 
an, J. A. Gilliland, E. O. Kilpatrick, G. W. Cox, W. E. Mil- 
ler, C. L. Springfield, L. N. Marsh, L. T. Whitt, W. V. Dodd, 
F. A. Broadwell, J. T. Burns, Sam Sanders, R. K. Payne, 
William C. Hefner, Ernest Bouldin, Daniel K. Searcy, Jr., 
Thomas L. Griffith, Charles Wright, Marston Yarbrough, 
Eldridge Battles, Bill Bartlett, and Theadore Harper. 

Boaz Commercial Club - In 1906 Boaz had a forerunner 
to the Chamber of Commerce. It was the Boaz Commercial 
Club, which had as its goal promoting business and industry 
to Boaz, and to advertise to the outside world our many na- 
tural advantages. The dues were 25c per month and the first 
year the club had 36 members. John R. Conner was president 
and E. M. Looney was secretary. This club was active for 
only a few years. 

Civitan Club - The local chapter of The Civitan Club was 
organized in 1922 at the St. James Hotel. Dr. William Field- 
er was the first president. Some of the men who were in- 
strumental in the organization were H. G. Bailey, Dr. L. I. 
Cooley, Leslie Collier, and C. M. Elrod. 

This club has been active since its organization and has 
always had some worthy project in its program. Even du- 
ring the depression years it remained an active organization. 

National Guard - Andrew P. Thompson enlisted in the 
167 Infantry Band in 1925. In a few months, the chief of 
musicians told him that if he could get enough boys in 
Boaz to form a Drum and Bugle Corps, he would make 
him a Sergeant. The Drum and Bugle Corps started with 
12 boys and increased to 20. 

In 1936, the Drum and Bugle Corps was done away with, 
since there was no place in the National Guard for it. Then 
Sgt. Thompson went to work to get a larger company mov- 
ed to Boaz. In June, 1936, Sen. John C. Coleman came to 
Ceaz and after meeting with the Mayor and Aldermen. 
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authorized Sgt. Thompson to enlist a Headquarters Company 
here of 32 men. The company was mustered in on July 1, 
1936. Ossie L. Dickson was appointed First Lieutenant in 
command of the company. Nathan Thompson was made 
Staff Sergeant. 

Boaz Armory funds were approved by the comptroller 
and the Armory was built at the community park where 
the city gave the land. 

Modern Study Culb - Through the years, various women’s 
clubs of Boaz have played a tremendous role in the city’s 
progress, from both aesthetic and cultural standpoints. One 


The Modern Study Club in the 1930’s at a Colonial Tea Party. Pic- 
tured in first row left to right -- Mrs, George Cox, Mrs. Deed Blalock, 
Mrs. Velma Camp, Mrs, J, D, Pruitt, Mrs. Armstrong, Mrs, Sherman 
Smith, Mrs. L, F. Corley, Mrs. C, E, Fiquett, Mrs. Ossie Dixon, 
Second row -- Mrs. U, G, Carroll, Mrs. Vertie McBrayer, Mrs, Jeff 
Roberts, Mrs, Mae Lackey, Mrs. Belton Hunt, Mrs. Dolphus Pruitt, 
Mrs. W, E. Noel, Mrs. Versie Collier, Third row -- Mrs. Gene 
Buffington, Miss Olivia Privett, Mrs. W, R. McDonald, Mrs, Denson 
Bynum, Mrs, H, G, Bailey, Mrs, Bill Chadwick, Mrs, Tom Cooper, 
Mrs. Abe Salkens, Mrs, John Perry, Mrs, C, D, Martin, Mrs. J, E. 
Thompson, Mrs, Ralph Johnson, Mrs, Tom Brown, and Mrs, Marston 
Hunt, 
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of the city’s first organized clubs was the Modern Study 
Club. Although inactive at the present time, the club was 
chartered in the early 1920’s and was active until just the 
past few years. 

Mrs. J. E. Thompson was the club’s first president. Char- 
ter members consisted of Mmes, B. V. Hunt, L. F. Corley, 
G. E. Harrison, D. K. Searcy, Lillian Sparks, Cary Elder, 
Floyd Duffey, Joe McCleskey, Lon McCleskey, Will Creel, 
and O. B. Hunter. 


The Twentieth Century Club at their 25th Anniversary, First row left 
to right -- Mmes, G, E, Cox, Al Harris, T, V, Amberson, Truman Mil- 
ner, J. W, Campbell, Sarah Rush, Allie Law, Horace Hales, Loy Al- 
len, Charles Formby, Martha Jane Lackey, M, T, Hunt, and Pauline 
Wright, Second Row -- Mmes, Leonard Harless, Ed Crabtree, Joyce 
Smith, Frank Mastin, Helen Carnes, R, A, Tuck, James Milner, Robert 
vann, L, C, Stamps, Floyd Tate, C, L, Weathers, E, T, McBrayer. 
Third row -- Mmes Ruth Brock, Tom Wheeler, Basil Camp, Modell 
McDaniel, Imogene Barton, Cecil Noel, Miss Annis Smith, Tom Cooper, 


Bill Barton, Ruth Aldridge, Florence Mays, Marie Lawhon, and Ellee 
Williams, 
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Among the many projects sponsored by the Modern Study 
Club was the awarding of a college fund to the students at 
Snead Seminary. Another project that still stands to attest 
to the activity of this club are the magnificient trees now 
shading Snead College campus and other local school lawns. 

The Modern Study Club was instrumental in organizing 
the Junior Modern Study Club, later known as the Twentieth 
Century Club. 

Twentieth Century Club - This club was organized in 1928 
by the Modern Study Club as a Junior Modern Study Club. 
At first it was for young girls who were interested in art, 
music, and literature. Later young married ladies joined 
and December 11, 1935, the name was changed to Twentieth 
Century Club. In addition to maintaining a full scholarship 
at Snead College for a deserving student, the Twentieth 
Century Club has featured programs dealing with music, 
art, literature, homemaking, travel, and fashions. They 
also contribute each year to the United Givers Fund in Boaz. 

The women who have served as presidents are Mmes. 
Mary Will Burton, Miss Ina Orr, Ernest Lackey, Guy Mc- 
Pherson, Dolphus Pruitt, Miss Nannie Lou Harper, Donald 
Law, Miss Doris Camp, Ernest Wright, Miss Jewell Thomp- 
son, Cecil Noel, Eugene Buffington, Basil Camp, Miss Annis 
Smith, William Barton, Edwin Rush, G. E. Cox, Clyde Will- 
iams, Charles Formby, Emmett Plunkett, John Tyson, C. 
L. Weathers, C. E. Dreadin, J. W. Taylor, Loy Allen, R. P. 
Steed, and Mrs. Ron Williams. 

The Twentieth Century Club was instrumental in organ 
izing the Progressive Study Club. 

Progressive Study Club - The Progressive Study Club was 
organized in 1947 by the 20th Century Club. This club has 
helped with the child welfare program in the county and has 
helped with both school and civic projects. 

The women who have served this club as presidents are 
Mmes. Hoyle Hulgan, J. T. Stone, Bert Nelson, G. B. Martin, 
Bill Gilbreath, Clarence Hales, Morgan Gillespie, Frank 
Mastin, Jr., Bill Amberson, Robert Riseling, Bunk Jenkins, 
Finley Lackey, Herman Stephens, Bunk Jenkins, Paul Cham- 
cers, Lloyd Stallings, and Mrs. Kenneth Bagwell. 
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The Progressive Study Club was instrumental in organ- 
izing the Philos Study Club. 

Philos Study Club - This club was organized by the Pro- 
gressive Study Club in 1954, and since that time has been 
very active in school and community projects. 

The women who have served as presidents are Mmes. 
Paul Copeland, Bill Jenkins, Harold Chitwood, Joe Elder, 
B. J. Parker, Quimby Moore, Stanley Astin, Robert Smith, 
Neely Whitt, Cecil Pruitt, Donald Noel, Frank Calvert, Ma- 
ley Daniel, Buddy Adams, Millard Arrington, Fred Buch- 
annan, Jerry Wordlaw, Jimmy Jenkins, Robert Smith, Ger- 
ald Head, and Mrs. Bobby Wright. 

The Philos Study Club helped organize the Entre-Nous 
Study Club. 

Entre-Nous Study Club - The Entre-Nous Study Club was 
crganized by the Philos Study in 1959, and since that time 
this club has been active in many community projects. 

The women who have served as presidents are Mmes. 
Ronald Lee, Donald Wills, Dixie Leeth, H. L. Kilpatrick, 
Jr., Lee Dixon, Nelson Lester, James Brown, Justin Garrett, 
Jimmy Alexander, Buddy Ladshaw, Roger Morrow, Bruce 
Sanford, Wendell Darnell, Bruce Copeland, Kenneth Lank- 
ford, and Mrs. Clellan Hefner. 

Mothers Club - The second women’s club to be organi- 
zed in Boaz was the Mothers Club, organized in 1927, and 
active for about ten years. This club studied the most mo- 
dern books of the time on child care. 

Some women active in this club were Mmes. Jim Butler, 
T. C. Thompson, J. Brown, L. I. Cooley, Jeff Roberts, J. E. 
Thompson, Will Creel, Will Snead, Sam Leeth, and Belton 
Hunt. 

Boaz Garden Club - The Garden Club was organized in 
1935 and has been active since that time. They have had 
many projects but most outstanding one has been improv 
ing and maintaining Hillcrest Cemetery. Through their de- 
voted efforts a chapel has been erected and a beautiful 
archway built. Mrs. Sam Rigsby designed the archway. 
These ladies keep the cemetery beautiful the year round. 
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The women who have served this club as president are 
Mmes. Tom Cooper, H. L. Horsley, J. E. Thompson, Ho- 
ward Camp, Jeff Roberts, H. R. Treece, George Brown, 
Homer Camp, C. D. Elder, W. T. Jackson, Harold Young, 
W. L. Chadwick, H. F. Chappell, A. B. Dobbins, U. G. Car- 
roll, and Mrs. Robert Lee. 

Order of the Eastern Star - In 1946 a group of ladies met 
with a representative of the Masonic Lodge to consider the 
organization of the Eastern Star. They worked under dis- 
pensation until October 22, 1946, when they were granted a 
charter. The Charter was named David Morton Chapter No. 
452 O E S, in honor of Dr. D. A. Morton. 

The women who have served as Worthy Matrons are 
Mmes. Kate Treece, Bobbie Smith, Nell Coe, Gertrude Por- 
ter, Oma Miller, Emma Morton, Effie Hubbard, Ruth Irvin, 
Rozella Ellis, Edna Marsh, Willene Gilliland, Venise White, 
Jeanie Payne, Clara Claborn, Nell Hamm, Betty Scott, Ruth 
Howard, Grafton Busby, Gail Garrard, Louise Harper, 
Quintilla Haynie and Brenda Walker. 

Veterans of Foreign Wars - The VFW was organized in 
Boaz in 1946 and has been an active organization since that 
time. They sponsor the Marshall County Fair, Co-sponsor 
the feeder pig sale, give Christmas baskets to the needy, 
and furnish wheel chairs and hospital beds for those in the 
community that need them. The VFW cooperates in any 
community project. 

The men who have served as Commanders are Sam Bur- 
rot. John Clotfelter, Macon Roberts, Bunk Thompson, L. 
H. Robinson, G. E. Cox, L. D. Akridge, Hoyle Hulgan, Ray 
Owens, Randall Beard, Mark Butler, Ellis Thompson, Irvin 
£mith, Vernon Brock, Zeke Teal, Floyd Owens, Clifton Kelly, 
Ray Owens, James Davis, Elmer Scott, Wilson Davis, Clyde 
Gunnels, Russell Knott, Ervin Smith, and Joe McCurley. 

Camellia Garden Club - The Camellia Garden Club was 
organized August 3, 1967. Their aim to promote scenic plan- 
ning is carried out in their projects of planters in the down- 
town area, rose garden at the recreation center, and beau- 
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tifying the grounds of the Boaz Nursing Home. Presidents 
who served are Mmes. Louise Straughn, Dallas Foxx, James 
Orr, and Miss Ruby Dobbins. 

Boaz Business & Professional Women’s Club - The BPW 
was organized January 18, 1968. The objective was to pro- 
mote the interest of the business and professional women 
and to elevate the standard of women in business. Women 
who have served as Presidents are Marjorie Gilbreath, 
Nerine Brock, Donetta Hitt, Christine Perry, Teresa Blair, 
and Cecile Stamps. 

The major project of the club is a scholarship to Snead 
College known as the Gladys Amos Memorial Music Scho- 
larship. They have been given to Robbie Bishop, Frankie 
Jones, Debra Spates, Dottie Alexander, Rhonda Jones, and 
Drew Hayes. They also select Women of Achievement and 
winners have been Gladys Amos, Cecile Stamps, Claire Cor- 
ley, Ruby Gilbreath, Ann Porter, Jean Adams, and Marjorie 
Stephens. 


Boaz Historical Society The Boaz Historical Society was 
organized in September 1974. They are collecting and pre- 
serving the history of Boaz and have a historical room in 
the Public Library for this purpose. Their Bicentennial pro- 
jects are an old fashioned Cook Book, placing historical 
markers, and they are co-sponsors with the Chamber of 
Commerce in publishing the Bicentennial edition of the 
History of Boaz. Herman Stephens is President and other 
officers are Iva Lynn Beaty Gordon, Marian Owen, Lowery 
Gillespie, and Lucille Wright. 
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